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For The Sunday-School Times, 


IT DOES NOT PAY. 
BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


F all unprofitable investments, shirking 
one’s duty is the least paying. Jonah 
found it so in his day, and thousands prove 
the same in ours. If the professor of Christ 
gives the solicitor for his cause the cold 
shoulder, God will doubtless in mercy take 
away his thousands by a stroke. 


‘I knew a church officer who grumbled 
over the money spent for Sunday-school 
books. He said he ‘‘ did notbelieve in doing 
so much forthe children. It didnot all 
amount to anything. What good came of 
all the teaching given in the Sunday-school, 
he should like to know ?”’ 

But he never could know. His vision 
was too short-sighted. When a series of 
meetings was held, in which numbers of 
these dear youth were gathered into the 
fold, he grumbled again over the fuel and 
lights needed for the meetings ; would have 
them stop, if he could, because of the ex- 
pense. But God’s chariot-wheels rolled on, 
in spite of the clog. By-and-by he sent his 
floods, and carried away in a moment pro- 
perty for this man which it cost four thou- 
sand dollars to replace. 


When we turn aside from the path of 
duty all may seem to go on prosperously 
for the time, but reverses will be sure 
to follow. An old teacher used to tell her 
girls of her experience in studying week- 
day lessons on the Sabbath. For once she 
had resolved to neglect her customary Sab- 
bath duties, and take up a lesson in mathe- 
matics. Never had her mind seemed so 
clear and vigorous. She succeeded won- 
derfully, and was nota little elated at her 
success. But when the morning recitation 
came all wasa blank. The effort to recall 
anything of her Sunday’s study proved a 
mortifying failure. The lesson God taught 
her by that failure was a life-long bless- 
ing. 


So all of God’s chastenings have their les- 
sons for us, and we should seek to read 
them rightly. ‘‘ Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth.”’ 


rm 2 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
THE VACANT PLACE. 
BY M. E. M. SANGSTER. 


There are only six to-day, 
Where last I counted seven! 
One little child has gone away, 
To the happy home in heaven; 
Gone to be glad for aye, 
In the day that hath no morrow; 
Never again with pain to cry, 
Never to know a sorrow. 


One littlef&ce no more, 

With joyous light shall quiver,— 
'. That sunbeam flashing in at the door, 

Shall light our room up never; 

But oh! where the angels stand, 
And the white-robed saints are singing, 

Through the music sweet of the better land, 
Another harp is ringing! 


Here, by a little bed, 
Here, by an empty pillow, 
A pale, sad mother boweth her head,— 
Droops like a storm-rocked willow! 
There, at Jesus’ feet, 
A seraph form is kneeling, 
And hearing the words of welcome sweet, 
Where praise is ever pealing. 


Missing the darling child, 
Missing the loving kisses, 
The winsome ways that so oft beguiled 
Our cares with soft caresses; 
Still, through our grief we feel, 
That all the loss is ours! 
Happy the soul on whom the seal 
Of death is set with flowers! 


Flowers of faith and hope, 
Flowers of hope and heaven, 
Last week the beautiful gate did ope, 
And we are no more seven, 
Six little children here, 
In the class, shall meet to-day ; 
One where love casteth out all fear, 
In the school above shall stay. 


And oh! where the angels stand, 
And where the saints are singing, 

To the joyous touch of a little hand, 
Another harp is ringing! 


> 
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The Singular Bell. 


AST New Year’s eve, in the suburbs of 
our city, a musical bell, with clear voice, 
softly rang out the old year and joyfully 
rang in the new. Awakened by the sound, 
I wondered from what tower it proceeded. 
The following day I learned that a church 
in the vicinity, not haying a bell, obtained 





a bar of steel of suitable length and thick- 
ness, which, being properly suspended and 





\ 
struck, had made the night air musical with 
its sweet ringing sounds. 

I thought, what a singular bell! But 
how much morestrange the transformation? 
At first only a clod of earth—refined—trans- 
muted into iron—placed in a crucible—again 
changed by absorbing an unseen element— 
carbon—and now crude iron is purified steel, 
through every fibre of which sound pulsates 
harmoniously. 

I thought of the unregenerate heart, 
earth-stained and unyielding, refined by 
trial, purified in the crucible of affliction, 
and thus prepared, receiving an unseen ele- 
ment of Christian character,--the Holy 
Spirit,—by which, oh, wondrous change! 
the heart before filled with discord is now 
filled with harmony, breaking forth in 
psalms of thanksgiving and songs of praise. 

Philadelphia. E. H. H. 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


A Cup of Cold Water Only. 


HE was a widow of whom I write. She 
had lived her three-score-and-ten years. 
It was her constant practice to fetch from 
the well a pitcher of cold, fresh water, and 
set it by the Bible for the minister every 
time he came to preach the Word of Life 
at the Widow’s Home. Others might have 
performed this small act of kindness, but 
Mrs. Hughes did it herself for twelve years! 
Her quiet, unostentatious manner, and 
kindly spirit, made the act doubly precious. 
Nothing on earth was so acceptable to the 
weary servant of Christ, on a hot summer’s 
day, as this tumbler of pure water. Now 
that this aged friend has fallen asleep in 
Jesus, this small gift rendered constantly 
for years, appears most beautiful. 

We know who has said, ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward.’’ 

Nor was this all; this quiet, aged disciple 
of Jesus, for five years waited on one older 
than herself, who was sick, blind, and deaf. 
She even requested the privilege of sleeping 
in the same room, that she might more 
readily minister to this afflicted saint. Her 
patient often grew weary of. her long and 
severe afflictions, yet Mrs. Hughes never 
left her. Never weary of helping this tried 
ehild of God, she saw her blind and deaf 
friend breathe her life out into the hands of 
her dear Redeemer. Many such quiet, 
faithful women toil on, unobserved by the 
busy world, but Jesus will own and reward 
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them in the world to come. Of every such 
disciple may we not say, ‘‘She hath done 
what she could ?”’ J. E. 


or oo 
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FEELING ONLY. 


BY REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


HE Rev. J. C. Ryle, the well known 
writer of tracts, says: ‘‘ There are some 
of the Lord’s people who seem never able 
to get on from the time of their conversion. 
They are born again, but they remain babes 
all their lives. You hear from them the 
same old experience. You remark in them 
the same want of spiritual appetite, the 
same want of interest in anything beyond 
their own little circle, which you remarked 
ten years ago. They are pilgrims, indeed, but 
pilgrims like the Gibeonites of old,—their 
bread is always dry and moldy, their shoes 
always old, and their garments always rent 
and torn.’’ 
Some fail to reach spiritual manhood, and 
dwell in this constant infancy of religious 
life, because they suppose that religion con- 
sists in feeling. They strive to have feeling, 
and the more they can have of that the bet- 
ter the Christian, they imagine. Now, feel- 
ing is right, and we cannot have too much 
of it, provided it leads to action. But feel- 
ing without action is dangerous. How 
many, especially among the young, make a 
fatal mistake here, or, if they do not make 
a fatal mistake, remain in the dwarfish 
state. In times of unusual religious inte- 
rest many of the young have their feelings 
awakened ; they weep under the pungent 
preaching of the Word, and sincerely desire 
to flee from spiritual death. They appear 
to be truly converted, and are sure that 
they love Jesus. They are received into the 
church, perhaps, take their place with 
God’s people around his table, and are ready 
to rebuke old Christians for their want of 
fervor. Yet how often has the heart of the 
pastor been pained by the results of after 
years! A few years finds them lukewarm, 
or even farther away from Jesus than they 
were at first. It was feeling only ; they ne- 
glected to act. Feeling did not lead on to 
duty; they did not Keep up the habit of se- 
cret prayer, whether they felt like it or not, 
nor did they read devotionally God’s Word, 
nor did they carefully observe the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy, nor did they honor the 
appointments of God’s house. They had 
discovered a shorter and less tedious way to 
the hill of Zion. They could not be per- 
suaded to take pains, to make progress 
slowly. They had no idea of Christian 
culture. When the revival meeting closes, 
their feelings cool down, they gradually 
lose their interest in religion, have to be 
disciplined, and finally become utterly care- 
less. Every pastor has seen many cases of 
this kind. The cause of their lamentable 
failure is thet there was feeling only and no 
action. It is an illustration of the well 


known law of the human mind, that emo- 
tion, without corresponding action, is vain. 

The novel-reader weeps over the imagi- 
nary sorrows of the hero, and yet grows 
more heartless towards actual suffering all 


Feeling without action, emotion without 
pains-taking, fills our churches with infant 
Christians, or with mere formalists. Many 
are satisfied with meeting the proprieties of 
their profession. They get into the church 
through feeling, and then are kept there by 
earthly influences. They are not earnest, 
growing Christians. They donot like prac- 
tical preaching about the duties, but are 
well content with metaphysical essays about 
the decrees, foreordination and the like. 
They have not the least idea of letting their 
light shine before men. A faithful minister 
in a church composed mainly of such, will 
either preach them out of the church or 
himself out of the pulpit. Professor She- 
pard, of Bangor, remarked: ‘‘ Young men, 
preach the duties; often recur to the tables 
of the law, and dwell upon ‘Thou shalt, 
and thou shalt not,’ lest you fill the church 
with converted scoundrels.”’ 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
Characteristics of Child-Picty. 

AX earnestand faithful teacher, in a letter 

to me in reference to one in whom I 
felt a peculiar interest, uses this expression: 
‘She accepted her Saviour like a little 
child—cheerfully, willingly.’’ Could more 
fitting words have been found to express 
the true idea of youthful conversion? In 
looking for evidences of real change in the 
heart of a child, we sometimes err because 
we expect the same statement of Christian 
experience as is given by the adult, and the 
same style of subsequent life. Of course, 
the real change is the same; all must be 
born again; but the evidences and expres- 
sion of the change may greatly differ. 
Doubtless many children religiously trained 
have become truly regenerated long before 
they or their friends recognized the fact; 
many indeed who give unmistakable evi- 
dence of union to Christ cannot remember 
the time when they did not love the Sa- 
viour. 

We must not expect from young children 
a statement of their experience in any set 
form of words, nor evidence of familiarity 
with the technical phrases of theologians in 
setting forth doctrinal truths. What, then, 
are some of the characteristics of youthful 
piety ? 

A Consciousness of Guilt. This some- 
times is marked by very deep conviction 
and great sorrow, and most generally ma- 
nifests itself not so much on account of fla- 
grant transgression, as of having never felt 
for the Saviour the love he deserves. They 
contrast his love for them with their disre- 
gard of it, and mourn because of their in- 
gratitude, and coldness, and unbelief; but 
when his loving words of welcome reach 
their hearts, they ‘‘ receive him as a little 
child—cheerfully, willingly.”’ 

Great Simplicity of Faith. They do not 
trouble themselves about nice distinctions, 
but accept, in all their fullness, the precious 
invitations of the Saviour. They hear him 
saying, ‘‘I love them that love me, and 
those that seek me early shall find me,”’ 
‘*My son, give me thy heart,’’ and accept- 
ing these invitations with all the simplicity 





the while. 


of childhood, they rest upon them and find 











joy and peace, their hearts gladly singing, 
‘* Jesus loves me, this I know.”’ 

Humility. While their hearts are warm 
with love to Christ, and they desire to do 
much for him, yet they generally give 
marked evidences of true humility, this 
trait exhibiting itself in the family and 
towards their young companions. There 
is a sweet smile, indicating peace within 
the heart, and the loving word which speaks 
for Christ, but nothing like ostentation. 
With this, too, is a teachable spirit, and a 
desire to know more and more of the dear 
Saviour. 

Other characteristics might be given, but 
if our children exhibit these, we may con- 
fidently believe that they are now the chil- 
dren of the King. Let us not doubt the 
blessed change because we see them to be 
children still, fond of childish sports and 
play. Piety and playfulness are not incon- 
sistent, and it would be quite as reasonable 
to expect aman, upon his conversion, to 
desert his business and become a child 
again, as to expect a child to lose all the 
tastes and habits of a child and become a 
man. 

May the faith of the church in the con- 
version of children greatly increase, and 
many hearts be gladdened by knowing that 
those dear to them have ‘ accepted the Sa- 
viour as a dearchild—cheerfully, willingly.” 

B. J. 
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FAITHFULNESS REWARDED, 


A PASTOR had among his hearers a 
man who for many years had attended 
upon his ministry, but who never manifest- 
ed any special interest in religion. His out- 
ward conduct was always exemplary, and as 
a business man he was ever found faithful 
and trustworthy. In the capacity of a trus- 
tee he had been of considerable service to 
the church. During aseason of religious 
interest the pastor very much desired to 
have an interview with this individual, but 
circumstances seemed to be unfavorable. 
He thought it not wise to visit him at his 
office during business hours. It would be 
better, he thought, to call upon him at his 
home in the evening; but then he would 
probably be with his family, and it might 
be very difficult to talk with him satisfacto- 
rily in the presence of others. It would be 
very awkward, too, to request a private in- 
terview with him at his own house. 


Troubled by these imaginary difficulties, 
the minister asked God to direct him, and 
then one evening proceeded to this man’s 
home. Very unexpectedly he found him 
alone in his house, and then he knew that 
God had prospered his way. For an hour 
and a half, without interruption, and with 
great satisfaction he talked with his pari- 
shioner with reference to his own spiritual 
state, and then, before bidding him good- 
night, he obtained from him a promise that 
he would tarry after service in the church, 
and talk with the elders. He did so at the 
appointed time, and such good hope had 
they even then that he was a Christian, 
that they encouraged him to give them his 
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name as an applicant for church-member- 
ship. He became at once active and very 
useful in the church, and so continues to 
this day. But for that faithful pastor’s visit 
and conversation, he might have been to- 
day out of the church and out of Christ. 
What encouragement there is in such an 
example, to trust in the Lord, and do good. 
ds I, 


—~—> <> 
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WEE MAGGIE, 


ITTLE MAGGIE used to sit in the pew 
next to ours almost every Sabbath. She 
was the youngest of a large family, and evi- 
dently the pet, but beyond this I knew no- 
thing of her. In a large city it is often thus; 
acquaintances are not so soon formed as in 
a village, or in the country. 

One morning last summer we were star- 
tled by reading in the paper that she and 
another little girl had been drowned in the 
great ovean! 

Her afflicted mother says: ‘‘May God 
grant that the sudden call of my little one, 
and her hopes of eternal happiness, may be 
the means in the hands of God, of drawing 
other little ones to trust in that Saviour in 
whom I feel she trusted.” That this prayer 
may be answered, we wish to make her 
brief history known. 

The Sabbath before her death, her teacher 
said tothe class, ‘“‘If any of you should 
die, where do you think you would go?” 

Maggie, then in full health, looked ear- 
nestly at her and replied, ‘‘I think, Mrs. 
D——, I would go to heaven.”’ 


“Why, Maggie? Is it because you are 
so good, you think so?”’ 

With surprise in face and tone she re- 
plied, ‘‘Oh, no! not because I am good, but 
because Jesus died for me. He bore the 
punishment of my sins, and I believe if I 
die he will take me to heaven.”’ 

The family had gone to the sea-shore. A 
few days after, Maggie and a little play- 
mate were on the beach, about to bathe. 
The other little girl ran into a place where 
the water was very deep; finding herself 
sinking, she called for help. Maggie ran to 
her aid—the drowning girl seized her round 
the neck, and they sunk together. It was 
many hours before their bodies were found. 
Did she not show the spirit of Christ in 
thus trying to save her little friend? 


But it was not only her last act that was 
Christ-like. When at home she never heard 
acry of distress from a child or an animal, 
without trying to give relief. Her mother 
used to say to her sometimes, '‘ Maggie, you 
ought to keep a poor-house, or a hospital, 
for you want to bring home all the poor, 
crying children, or sick dogs or cats you 
gee,’ 

Another fine trait of character was her 
truthfulness. Often while she was living, 
when her father and mother were alone, 
talking about the children, they would say, 
‘‘Maggie always speaks the truth, she never 
tries to deceive.”’ 

Then, too, she was generous, not only 
ready to share her toys and sweetmeats, but 
to give up her pleasures and privileges to 





others. When several new dresses were 
brought home for a sister a little older than 
herself, their mother watched tosee if Mag- 
gie would appear jealous; but though she 
loved” to be neatly dressed, and had quite 
outgrown her last summer’s clothes, she 
seemed pleased that her sister was so well 
provided for, and said nothing about there 
being none for her. 

Then her mother said, ‘‘' Now, Maggie, 
we will go to work to make you some new 
dresses. Jane wanted hers so much.’’ 

‘*Oh, yes, mother, Jane is the oldest, she 
ought to have hers first.’ 

She was a merry, happy child, the sun- 
beam of the house, loving and beloved. 
When her father or brothers had been away 
from home, she was the first to hail their re- 
turn, and after an embrace would run to 
announce the joyful news. Oh, how they 
miss her glad welcome! But do you not 
think she has gone home to our Father's 
house on high ? has seen our Elder Brother 
there, and is now watching for the coming 
of her loved ones who mourn her loss; and 
will welcome them when they arrive at the 
gates of the many mansions Jesus is pre- 
paring for all who love him? 

Dear children, will you not, like Maggie, 
trust in Jesus’ love? Will you not try to 
make your home happy? to be generous, 
kind and truthful, because by so doing 


‘you can please Jesus? Oh, how much more 


sad would her parents be, if they had no 
reason to think that Maggie knew and loved 
the Good Shepherd, who gathers the lambs 
in his bosom. P. 
Philadelphia. 
— 8 OO 
For the Sunday-School Times, 
Their Prayers. 
AYS Dr. Spring, ‘‘The most affecting 
thought to me, on the death of my pa- 
rents, was, that I had lost their prayers.”’ 

The prayers of faithful Christian parents 
are indeed beyond all price; and when the 
lips that once offered to God fervent peti- 
tions for dear children are cold in death, 
the children left behind may feel truly that 
the saddest thought connected with the se- 
paration is, that they have “lost their 
prayers.”’ 

In scenes of danger and temptation, how 
often has the heart of a child been cheered 
and sustained by the assurance that father, 
mother, are praying at home for the absent 
one! 

A sailor boy was tossed on the deep ina 
fearful storm. For a time all hope that 
they could be saved was taken away, but at 
last they were brought safely toland. Af- 
terwards, recounting the fearful scenes 
through which they had passed, the sailor 
boy said that even in the time of their 
greatest peril he did not despair, for he 
knew that his mother was at home praying 
for him. 

A son, who had arrived at years of matu- 
rity, left the parental roof to try his fortune 
in the world. Going toa thriving western 
town, and engaging quite extensively in 
business, he was thrown into the company 
of the gay and trifling; but, amidst all 
temptations and untoward influences, he 





maintained hisintegr:ty. ‘‘ Many atime,” 
he said, ‘have I been kept from falling by 
the remembrance that my aged mother 
offered to.God prayer unceasing for me.” 

But these earthly friends pass away. 
Their prayers no longer ascend for us. Is 
there not consolation unspeakable in the 
assurance that there isa Friend who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us? 


N. H. H. 





—~—> <> - 
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Unprofitable Servants. 

fae are persons in all our churches 

who seem to regard as a great 
condescension, whatever they may do 
for Christ’s cause. Particularly if they step 
at times into the Sunday-school room, they 
seem to regard it as a wonderful deed of 
merit. It would almost seem that they 
thought they laid God under obligation by 
this service. We short-sighted mortals are 
apt to favor this self-deception, by speaking 
in flattering terms of some distinguished 
visitor at a church, or other religious meet- 
ing. 

It isa dangerous thing for our souls to 
let this feeling of our own merits take any 
foothold in our hearts. 

‘‘Can a man be profitable unto God, asa 
man that is wise may be profitable unto 
himself?” 

“Ts it gain to him that thou makest thy 
ways perfect ?”’ 

All our prayers, all our performances of : 
duty, are not that we may benefit God, but, . 
that we may do good to our own souls and 
to our fellow-men. Our obedience is a train- 
ing process for the perfection of our charac- 
ters, for our own advancement on the 
heavenly way. 

Surely, after our Master’s example of 
washing his disciples’ feet, we can never 
feel that any service is too lowly for us, that 
anything is a condescension in us. There 
are none so high in rank but they may weH 
count it an honor to feed Christ’s lambs. 
There is no one too good to teach in the 
Sunday-school, who has the ability to 
do it. , 

Let us ever remember, that there is no 
way into the kingdom of heaven but 
through the lowly gate of humility. When 
we find ourselves cherishing a spirit of 
pride and self-complacency, we have good 
cause to search carefully our title-deeds. A 
flaw there may disposses us of our heavenly 
inheritance. 

When we have done our best, we are still 
unprofitable servants. Lois. 

—_— oo 
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FRUITS. 
FAITHFUL Sunday-school teacher 
in Indiana a few years since, took 
into her class a poor, neglected child, who 
had ungodly parents. While yet a child, 
Rosa believed in Jesus, and confessed 
him publicly. She prayed that she might 
become a missionary. Her prayer was an- 
swered. She is now devoting her life for 
the salvation of the Karens in Burmah. 
E. 
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LEsson No. 7, to be taught Sunday, Feb- 
ruary i4th, may be found in Matt. 16: 1-12. 
Subject: The True Confession. 

++ <m 

WE have received $1.50 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from the Oakdale Sabbath-school, 
Penn.; $1 from H. D. R., Boston, Mass. ; 
$1 from C. H., Windham, N. H.; $1 from 
M. A. E. N., Racine, Wis. ; $1 from Mrs. 
E. P., Danvers, Mass. ; $2 from ‘‘Cash,’’ 
New Haven, Conn.; $1 from 8. P. T. Y., 
Philadelphia; $2.25 from a Sabbath-school 
class, Newburgh, N. Y.; $1 from Mrs. M. 
E. C., Louisville, Ky.; $1 from Mrs. A. M. 
H., Philadelphia. 

a 

_ THE next chapter of ‘‘ Barbara St. John” 
will conclude the story, which has been re- 
garded on all sides as one of deepest interest 
and impressiveness. We trust that it will 
have an influence in directing many young 
persons towards true aims in life, and set- 
ting Christ and his service before them as 
the only ambition worthy their immortal 
powers. We shall follow immediately with 
another serial, for somewhat younger read- 
ers, that we promise shall be marked by 
the best characteristics of a truly religious 
and entertaining story. 


—~—-<—> 





Confession. 


| srpauderasamaian have been so busy fight- 

ing the corruptions of the confessional, 
that they have well-nigh forgotten that true 
Christian confession which every disciple 
is called upon to make. Let us endeavor 
to recall both the word and the thing to its 
right place in our thoughts. 

Confession, in its primary and widest 
meaning, is simply an acknowledgment of 
what is true in regard to ourselves, whether 
i¢ respects our conductor our belief, and 
whether the thing confessed is good or bad. 
In latter times, the word has drifted off al- 
most entirely to the one side of its general 
meaning, and is limited not merely to what 
we have done, but more specifically still, to 
what we have done that is bad. Confession, 
in ordinary parlance, means an acknow- 
ledgment of guilt; in a religious sense, it 
means telling our sins to God, or.to a priest. 
But there is a wider and more precious use 
ef this word, which we ought not to lose 
sight of, and for which we have not only 
etymological, but scriptural authority. Our 
Lord says, ‘‘ Whosoever, therefore, shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in heaven.”’ 
(Matt. 10: 32.) And Paul says, ‘‘ With the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.’ 
(Rom. 10:10.) In this sense the early Chris- 





tians used the word, namely, to express pub- 
licly one’s belief in Christianity. So Bacon 
speaks of ‘our religion, which hath been 
sealed with the blood of so many martyrs 
and confessors.’? In this sense Peter con- 
JSessed, when, throwing apparently his 
whole soul into the words, he said to our 
Lord himself, ‘‘Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God!”’ 

What a noble confession was that! No 
hesitation about it, no circumlocution, 
no perhaps, no ‘I think that it is so,’’ or, 
“‘T say that it is,’’ but boldly, affirmatively, 
with the utmost directness, ‘‘ Thou art!” 


Let us look for a moment at some of the’ 


particulars included in this confession. 
1. Peter declares Jesus to be Christ, that is, 
Messiah, of whom the Jewish nation were 
in expectation, that great, long-promised 


deliverer for whom they were looking. 


2. He acknowledges Jesus, not as some de- 
liverer or holy one, but definitely the Christ, 
the very Saviour expected. 3. He declares 
Jesus to be Son of God, not as all are 
sons, for we are all in one sense “ his off- 
spring,’’ but 4. Zhe Son, in the peculiar 
and personal sense, which belongs to the 
‘‘only begotten of the Father.’’ 5. He de- 
clares this God, whose Son Jesus is, to be 
the ‘‘ living’’ God, the eternal, self-existent 
Jehovah. Was ever a confession of faith 
more precise or more emphatic? ‘‘ Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God!’ 
Not a word to spare, not a word which does 
not ring with the very essence of gospel 
truth! 

Doubtless we should confess our sins to 
God. We are all sinners, and we should 
make humble confession thereof. So did Pe- 
ter, after his inglorious denial of the Lord. 
But that confession of sin is a suspicious 
article which does not lead to the correla- 
tive duty of confessing Christ. ‘‘I have 
sinned”’ refers to self, ‘‘I do believe,’’ re- 
fers to Christ; and self-abasement is with- 
out meaning or end, when stripped of its 
complementary duty of Christ-honoring. 

Confessing Christ is something more than 
believing in him, something more than 
merely thinking that he is the Saviour. 
It is expressing our belief. It is saying, 
openly, publicly, by words and by signifi- 
cant acts, that we believe in him. Secret 
discipleship has no sanction in the economy 
of the gospel. Every man to whom the 
gospel comes is bound, not only to believe 
it, but to profess his belief. This is a duty 
which we owe, as well toour fellow men, as 
to Christ. It is one great means by which 
Christianity is propagated in the world. 
No man ever makes a public profession of 
discipleship without thereby preaching the 











gospel, The very act of thus ‘‘standing up 
for Jesus,’’ speaks trumpet-tongued to the 
man’s unconverted friends and companions, 
Our Saviour knew well what wasin man, and 
the influences by which men are moved, 
when he thus enjoined upon his followers 
the duty of confessing his name. We are 
not all called upon to argue in defence of 
Christianity. Many of us are not able to 
doso. But we are required to bear our tes- 
‘timony, to be witnesses for the gospel, to 
say ‘‘I do believe.” When men thus unite 
to express their belief in any doctrine, or 
their allegiance to any person, the act is 
itself a power in human affairs. Never is 
the conscience of an unconverted man so 
effectually pricked, as when some friend or 
neighbor, with whom he has frequent in- 
tercourse, openly confesses Christ. 

There is a significant and beautiful coun- 
terpart to our confession of Christ. When 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘‘ Thou art the Christ,” 
the Lord replied, ‘‘ J also say to thee.”” As 
Peter acknowledged Jesus to be his Lord 
and Master, so Jesus acknowledged Peter to 
be his disciple. It was a double confession, 
—of Lordship on the one side, and of disci- 
pleship on the other. This seems to be the 
natural interpretation of our Lord’s reply to 
his disciple. ‘‘ You acknowledge me to be 
what I claim to be, the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the Saviour of the world; I also ac- 
knowledge you, and all who thus believe 
and profess, to be my disciples, my friends, 
the representatives of my religion.”?” And 
elsewhere, in the passage already quoted, 
Jesus expressly says that in the world to 
come he will confess before his Father, that 
is, will publicly acknowledge and recognize, 
as his friends, those who in this world have 
confessed or acknowledged him. We con- 
fess Christ here, we are confessed by him 
hereafter. Glorious reward! 


But let us not forget that there is a nega- 
tive side to the picture—that they who are 
ashamed of Christ here, of them will he 
also be ashamed, when he cometh in his 
kingdom ! 

re 2 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


ITALIAN EVANGELIZATION, 
BY ALBERT WOODRUFF. 


HE interior view of the work of evan- 

gelization, as it progresses in any coun- 
try, is the most important part of its his- 
tory, when rightly considered. 

A group of ladies in the city of Brooklyn, 
with a few men, are associated for the pur- 
pose of holding correspondence with such 
earnest Christians as are willing to devote 
themselves to actual labor, both on the con- 
tinent of Europe and in South America. 
Their main object is to enlist all such work- 
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ers in the Sunday-school theory of labor, as 
it holds in it the Bible and institutional 
permanency, blessing the present genera- 
tion by doing what can be done for the 
next. The facts contained in these interior 
views thus obtained are not only instruc- 
tive, but can in no other way be obtained. 
What is mentioned in the following letter 
in respect to the decrease of conversions, is 
sad, but significant, evidence that neither 
there nor here, nor yet in any country, will 
the work of genuine conversion go continu- 
ally forward without the personal grapple, 
the face-to-face conflict implied in the words 
‘to every creature.’’ This is the one most 
prominent characteristic of our system. 


Piazza dell Independenza Firenze, } 
April 16th, 1868. 


Dear Mrs. B. :—I beg very truly to thank you for 
your kind Christian letter, and for the warm inte- 
rest you express for the work of the Lord in this 
still spiritually dark land of Italy. The difficulties 
are very great, such as none but those living and 
working here can fully know. Of course the pre- 
sent trials and difficulties are quite of a different 
character from those we had to pass through when 
persecution existed, and the work had to be carried 
on in the midst of dangers, and in secret. 


Where God is not really known as revealed in his 
Word, nor Jesus Christ as an only and complete Sa- 
viour, all the talents and poetry and fascination 
which pre-eminently distinguish this nation are 
rather against them, for it makes them more pow- 
erful as adversaries to God’s truth, and thinking 
themselves to be wise, they are satisfied without 
God, and eventually, I fear, the Italian nation will 
be a powerful auxiliary to Antichrist. In the mean- 
time I feel we have no time to lose in seeking to 
rescue souls from the power of the enemy, since 
God’s grace may now be so fully presented to men 
in order that they may be saved, 

I quite agree With many other Christians, that 
well organized evangelical schools would be the 
most useful means to effect a radical change in the 
habits,and, with the Lord’s blessing, in the hearts 
too, of the people. The present government has 
shown great energy in establishing schools every- 
where, so that now every child may acquire secular 
knowledge, but as Christians we would earnestly 
desire spiritual training as well; but as yet there is 
but little of this work. The Italian women are for 
the most part uneducated, and as a rule far lower in 
the scale of civilization than the men, and family 
duties and family union are but little if at all under- 
stood. Women’s labor would be the greatest boon to 
Italy, but hitherto one has met with nothing but 
disappointment; still one must go on, trusting in 
him who will in his own time and way give his 
blessing. We have still much difficulty in finding 
suitable rooms and locations, I am also much occu- 
pied in the distribution of Bibles and tracts, for 
wherever a new work begins these are needed, and 
in the south and other parts of Italy a real work of 
evangelization is going on in spite of the strong op- 
position of the priest party. 


It isa great mercy from the Lord that the govern- 
ment really protects and allows liberty of con- 
science, so that in the course of time all the magis- 
trates and people in authority throughout the king- 
dom will, it is to be hoped, act in accordance with 
the laws of the State; but time is needed for this 
and many other things, and besides there is not the 
same energy in these climates as in northern coun- 
tries. We have very interesting meetings in the 
Free Italian church at Florence, and just now very 
remarkable ministers of the Word. Still there is 
nothing of arevival work going on. Some years 
ago the conversions were far more numerous, and 
this seems to be the case in other parts also of the 
Peninsula, When the preaching commences, num- 
bers flock to hear, and many are converted, and 
then the conversions seem to cease. Still, if we 
consider that we have not yet had ten years of 
liberty, we must acknowledge that the Lord has 
done wonderful things for this country. I some- 
times think we are too impatient, and expect 
from these babes what other nations have arrived 
at through centuries of light and labor. In conclu- 





sion, I will say that my great desire is to have here 
a real evangelical training school for girls. Whe- 
ther it will be accomplished soon or not I cannot 
tell. In the meantime one must do what one can. 
I dare say you will pray for us, and thus bring down 
a blessing upon the work here. Again thanking 
you for your letters, believe me yours very truly in 
our blessed Lord, ELIZA BROWNE. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


HOW TO TEACH HISTORY. 


BY PROF. H. 8S. OSBORN. 





Sacred Journeys.—VIII. 


Abraham’s Visit to King Abimelech—He is More 
Afraid of the King than of God, and What Comes 
of such Fear—Hagar’s Sad Journey—An Angel 
Helps Her On Her Way Again. 


WE shall leave Lot dwelling in a cave 
up here west of Zoar [point to the 
mountains just east of Zoar]. Poor Lot! 
we feel sorry for the man who left such good 
company as that of his Uncle Abram, only 
because he wanted more flocks and more 
room, and thus got into bad company, and 
in his old days lost all, and had to live and 
die in acave. And yet he no doubt intend- 
ed nothing wrong, and was exceedingly 
vexed with the sinfulness of those citizens 
of Sodom. And yet this is the sad experi- 
ence of many good men; intending to do 
nothing wrong does not keep from punish- 
ment those who do wrong. Now, children, 
learn by this man’s loss, that, although God 
in his great mercy may save good men, he 
does not promise to make them happy and 
prosperous in this world if they forget him 
or hégiect him, and he does not promise to 
keep them from many sad mistakes in busi- 
ness, and in the house, and on the farm and 
in their travelling, if they do not ask coun- 
selofhim. I do not believe that Lot would 
have suffered anything like the amount of 
suffering, if he had been as faithful and 
loving te God as Abram. Well, we must 
leave Lot in a cave up here [point near two 
inches east of Zoar*] somewhere; we shall 
say no more of him. 


Let us go back to Abraham. He was at 
HEBRON [point]. But he has gone. He 
left HEBRON and travelled southward 
twenty miles, away off into this country 
[point] from HEBRON along the line of tra- 
vel marked on the map to BEER-SHEBA], 
there was no city there then, but there was 
pasture land for sheep and oxen and camels. 
Did you ever see acamel? Well, I do not 
know anything which will represent its 
awkward appearance better than a hard 
straw bed, all pushed up together in the mid- 
dle, and thrown over twoclothes-horses, such 
as are used in the kitchen on ironing day, 
with a crooked and stiffly stuffed long bol- 
ster-case stuck into one end of the bed, and 
a boot, with the top downward, stuck into 
the end of the bolster-case; and now you 
have something, which, if put upon the 
sand not very far off, will look like the 
animal. And yet, awkward as these ani- 
mals are to us, when we see them on the 





*[These “Sacred Journeys” are specially intended 
to be studied in connection with the author’s Great 
Map of Palestine, but of course can be used with any 
good map of that country.—ED.] 





desert, they are the most enduring and most 
useful animals that the Bedouins can have. 
They will walk all day over the burning 
sands, and the next day and the day after 
that, and take no drink, while the poor 
horses and mules are dying and can go no 
further, but must lie down and perish. God 
has made them for the desert, and given 
them that which none of the other animals 
have, that is astomach for water, which is 
just like a bag with many little square holes 
in it, each one holding water, and so when 
they get where water is, they are sure to 
take in and carry enough to last thema 
long journey. God made them for the de- 
sert, where all is sand, sand, sand, and only 
a little water here and there, a great many 
miles apart. 


Now Abraham travelled with his camels 
and other animals, as we have said, along 
this way [from Hebron down by Beer-sheba 
west to Gerar], and here, near GERAR, he 
pitched his tent, and a little village sprung 
up, of his own people, in the meadow-lands 
belonging to a Philistine [pronounce 
Phil-is’-tin] king, Abimelech by name. He 
was a great man in riches and power, and 
hence Abraham feared him, but God taught 
Abraham to fear God, and not the king, for 
here what we read in Genesis 20: 2-16, took 
place when Abraham called Sarah his sis- 
ter, and did wrong, and was afraid to call 
her his wife, since Sarah was beautiful, even 
when an old woman. God frightened the 
king in a dream, and told him that Sarah 
was Abraham’s wife, and that he should 
die if he took her to be his wife, So both 
Abraham and Sarah were reproved. You 
see that even Abraham and Sarah needed 
to pray, ‘‘ forgive us our sins.’’ 

Now how strange it was that Abraham 
should have been called Abram and Abra- 
ham, and yet, up to this time, have no little 
boys or girls to call theirown. What did 
Abram mean? and what Abraham? He was 
one hundred years old before he had a son. 
What was that son’s name? Isaac means 
“laughter,” so that probably Sarah always 
remembered her lack of faith in what the 
angel promised, for she laughed when he 
said she should have a son, and yet 
she afterward laughed for joy, and for the 
last reason called the little boy by that 
name. So she had more than one reason to 
call him Isaac. 


And now you see this place, [point], 
BEER-SHEBA. I want to tell you the his- 
tory of this place. All around is a country 
without streams and without springs. 
Here are no large trees and no mountains, 
only shrubs and low hillocks. A great 
many years ago, if you had been walking 
near this place, [point at Beer-sheba], be- 
fore any town was here, you might have 
heard one day some groans, and sobs, and 
wild cries, and on looking around you would 
have seen a lonely woman crying and 
wringing her hands in deepest distress, and 
not far off you might have seen why she 
cried, for there, under a bush, was a pale, 
sinking boy, almost lifeless, dying with 
thirst. The mother and the boy came from 
near GERAR, and were on their way to 
Egypt, and had lost their way, and all the 
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water was gone, and the poor mother had 
no more in her water skin, (for thus they 
carried water, ) and she could no longer stand 
the dying struggles of her young boy, and 
so she put him here, with his head covered 
with the shrub bush, and went off to mourn 
and cry till he died. Shecame in the first 
place, from Egypt, and had been Abra- 
ham’s servant, but about three years after 
Isaac was born, her son Ishmael, growing 
jealous of little Isaac, who now was the 
pet of the family, laughed at him and made 
fun of him, and this so offended Sarah, 
Isaac’s mother, that she sent Hagar off to 
her far-off home in Egypt; and so here 
they are, and the poor boy is suffering for 
his impudence. But, just as Hagar, the 
mother, was crying most bitterly, an angel 
appeared and pointed out a bright, cool 
spring of water, bubbling up from the sands 
of the plain. Oh! what a moment of joy 
was that. They were saved, and, though 
his mother did go to Egypt and Ishmael 
married a wife from Egypt, he never left 
the desert, but grew up and became a great 
man, and many, very many of his people 
live there to this day, and what you see 
written in Gen. 21, last part of 18th verse, 
actually came to pass, and it was because 
Hagar lost her way near BEER-SHEBA that 
we read for the first time of this place. 


i eo 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


{This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 

Questions. 

What is the best style of seats for Sunday- 
school rooms, which are also to be used for 
prayer-meetings ? 

Te tt the duty of a superintendent to conti- 
nue a teachers’ meeting when only four or 
five out of twenty-eight teachers can be per- 
suaded to attend ? 








Answers. 

In The Times of January 16th I find this 
Question: ‘Js it better to confine an adult 
Bible-class to males, or to admit females 
aso ?”’ 

I will divide the Question, and to the for- 
mer part I answer, No, and to the latter, 
Yes. And for the following reasons: 

1.—By admitting the females you will 
add new interest to the class, 

2.—You will stimulate each in the study 
of God’s Word. 

3.—You will insure a more faithful at- 
tendance on the part of all. 

4.—The presence of females has a refining 
influence upon the young men. And 
again, there is a reflex influence. 

5.—Many of the females attending the 
Bible-classes are religious, and the young 
men greatly need this Christian influence. 
It is blessed. More than twenty years I 
have been engaged in the Sunday-school 
work, and my Adult Bible-classes, in the 
main, have been composed of male and fe- 
male, and at the head I have had a com- 
petent, devoted Christian man or woman, 
as teacher, These classes have always 





been the most pleasing feature of our schools, 
because we could by this arrangement 
keep under religious training our young 
men. In the charge I am now serving we 
have such a class, composed of some sixty 
adults, males and females, in regular attend- 
ance, and it is a very pleasing feature of our 
school. At the present writing, quite a 
number of them have professed faith in our 
blessed Redeemer. My experience con- 
vinces me that it is far better to have our 
adult Bible-classes composed of male and 
female. They grow up together in families, 
and I cansee no reason for separating them 
in our adult Bible-classes. B. C. L. 


To Question on page 18.—If not absolutely 
necessary, it is exceedingly desirable, that 
a teacher should be thoroughly acquainted 
with the nature of each scholar. This may 
be done by observing them in the street at 
their sports, anywhere, everywhere, when 
they act without constraint, by encouraging 
them in their sports, by winning their con- 
fidence and regard. 

To the third Answer, in the same 
page, 18, I take exception. I doubtif the 
blackboard is, on the whole, so very impor- 
tant in the Sunday-school. In skillful 
hands it may accomplish something, but 
would be a failure in very many cases. 
Take, for example, the last blackboard ex- 
ercise in The Times, No. 2, page 20. I doubt 
if it would make the subject plainer, and 
would require more skill than most superin- 
tendents possess. L. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.| 

The Philadelphia Sunday-School Insti- 
tute.—The best Sunday-school Institute yet 
held in Philadelphia has just closed its four 
days’ session. It was conducted under the 
auspices of the Pennsylvania State Sunday- 
School Association, and was a credit to that 
body and an honor and profit to the cause. 
In respect of the numbers attending, the 
interest excited, and instruction imparted, 
it compares very favorably with any that 
have anywhere been held in this day of In- 
stitute operations. We speak with the 
assurance of experience. Ifa general Sun- 
day-school quickening does not follow in its 
wake in many of the schools in the city, 
the" high hopes of earnest workers amongst 
us will be sorely dashed. 


By a singular, though purely inadvertent, 
concurrence, the regular annual Baptist 
Sunday-school anniversaries were held for 
three days, at the same time with the Insti- 
tute, and in the same neighborhood—the 
one a fixed season, the other having been 
arranged so well beforehand, as to invited 
speakers, place of meeting, &c., as to make 
it undesirable to change. It is one of the 
best signs of revival in the cause that Phi- 
ladelphia has exhibited for many a day, that 
although these two great meetings were in 
progress at the same hours, and within a 
stone’s throw of each other, both were so 
well attended, and so unusually marked in 











interest and profit. Fraternal interchanges, 
by committees, were carried on between the 
two bodies while in session. 

Some of the leading citizens presided at 
the different Institute sessions. Many pas- 
tors were present. The number of men in 
attendance, especially during the day-time, 
wasremarked. The singing, led under the 
double conduct of two of the ablest choris- 
ters of the city, and done by the children of 
the Sabbath-school, and a delegation from 
the Wanderers’ Home, was of the sweetest 
possible kind. Several of the tunes were 
entirely new, and destined to be popular in . 
allour Sunday-schools. They were extracts 
from the ‘‘ Songs of Gladness,’’ a new hymn 
and music book to be published by J. E. 
Gould, of Philadelphia, by the first of 
March. The programme was quite unique, 
and contained sixteen pages, with more 
than thirty hymns, and the music of eight 
new tunes—and was in shape like church- 
choir tune-books. It was presented to the 
Institute by Mr. Gould. 


About twenty gentlemen spoke to sepa- 
rate topics assigned them, while many 
others took part in the interesting discus- 
sions which followed. There were blackboard 
and map exercises, and the unfortunate 
question-box—unfortunate, because it had .- 
in this, as in most Institutes held in large 
cities, to be set aside altogether, or crowded 
into the small corners at the meetings’ ends. 
Evidently teachers have yet to learn the 
sovereign value of questions and the art of 
asking them of each other as well as of the 
children. Perhaps they have no difficul- 
ties, no doubts, no perplexities, no needs 
that the experience of their fellow workers 
ean relieve. This lack of inquisitiveness 
was the greatest defect of the Institute, 
saving perhaps the failure to meet even 
reasonable expectations as to the amount of 
money collected. 


The subjects introduced were of a practi- 
cal kind, and for the most part were well 
covered. The art of illustration, Bible his- 
tory and illustrations, infant and other class 
teaching, Sunday-school music, and tem- 
perance were especially well considered. 
Indeed, it has been a week full of remarka- 
bly rich instructions. Some of the valuable 
things presented we shall bring out in our 
columns, 

Connecticut.—Last Sabbath I had the 
pleasure of visiting the Indian Sunday- 
school in the ‘‘ Mohegan Reservation,’’ near 
Norwich, in this State. This remnant ofs 
great tribe is now reduced to some fifteen or 
twenty families, mostly half-breeds, though 
a few are still left of nearly pure blood. A 
church of eighteen members worships ina 
small but comfortable chapel, and supports 
preaching with the aid of the government 
and the Connecticut Home Missionary So- 
ciety. The Sunday-school has always been 
a leading feature of this mission, but owing 
to the want of consecrated ‘‘home talent,” 
has depended on the labors of brethren from 
Norwich. For a quarter of a century and 
more, Gen. William Williams, of that place, 
drove out every Sunday, summer and win- 
ter, and conducted the schvol. Only at the 
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imperative summons of old age and infirm- 
ity has he resigned his charge to the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Norwich, 
whose members are now conducting the 
school with great zeal and success, some of 
them walking four miles and back, to reach 
their field of labor. 

It was very pleasant to look over this 
roomful of dusky faces, (for the Sunday- 
school numbers over seventy), and reflect 
that although the race to which these 
people belong is fading out, and will soon 
be no more on earth, yet some of them are 
learning that truth which shall preserve 
them forever. Even now the Holy Spirit 
is present in power in that school, and some 
are rejoicing for the first time in Jesus’ love. 
We had a precious prayer-meeting at the 
close of the school, in which two rose for 
prayers, and many others were in tears. 

The children sang with uncommon spirit, 
and their clear, ringing voices seemed as if 
they might well be inherited from the sa- 
vage ancestors whose war-whoop carried 
terror to the hearts of our Puritan fore- 
fathers on the very ground where now the 
song of praise is heard. 

Oh, that the still savage tribes of the West 
might ‘‘ learn war no more,’’ but be deliver- 
ed from the terrible effects of their own 
passions, and the white man’s avarice and 
cruelty, and like these ‘‘ Last of the Mohi- 
cans,’’ sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn the 
way to peace and heaven! 

ARROWSMITH. 





Gettysburg, Penn.— Zhe Orphans’ Home- 
stead.—The soldiers’ orphans in the Home 
at Gettysburg had a very delightful Christ- 
mas time. Many of the numerous guardian 
Sabbath-schools in nine States of the Union, 
who have contributed to place these chil- 
dren in the Institution, remembered their 
proteges by boxes or packages of good 
things, and these were all brought into the 
large school-room the day before Christmas, 
and opened in the presence of the entire 
Homestead family, each sharing in the ge- 
neral joy. New Year’s Day was just as hap- 
pily spent, all the children, by the blessing 
of a benignant Providence, being in good 
health, and gathering around as generous 
and handsomely spread tables as the warm- 
est friend of the soldier’s orphan could de- 
sire. The training in the Home is like that 
of an affectionate, religious family; and 
every aspect of its work may well excite 
the thankfulness of Christian patriots that 
such an institution isestablished amongst us. 





California.—A lady correspondent writes 
from Lancha Plana: ‘I came to this place 
two years ago this month (December). 
There was no Sabbath-school, no preaching, 
nothing whatever to designate the Sabbath 
as holy unto the Lord. I opened a school 
the first Sunday of the year 1867, with 38 
members. There are three classes, with the 
Bible class. A great many told meI should 
not be able to keep it three months. But it 
still lives. I shall endeavor to have it as 
long as I remain here.’’ The writer then 
speaks of the religious destitution in her 
neighborhood, where nature is so grand, 
and encloses a specimen of Nature’s lovely 





handiwork in a pressed flower, plucked from 
the foot-hills of the Sierra Nevada. Kind 

“friends at the East have supplied this school 
with cards, books, and requisites,—among 
them The Times. 





Onondaga County, N. Y.—The ‘ Onon- 
daga County Sunday-School Teachers’ As- 
sociation’”’ held its annual meeting in the 
First Ward Methodist Episcopal church, 
Syracuse, on the 19th and 20th inst. The 
exercises were conducted mainly on the 
Institute plan, and were of great practical 
benefit to superintendents and _ teachers. 
An infant-class lesson, led by Mrs. C. C. 
Brown, was received with very great inte- 
rest. A map exercise by J. G. K. Truair, 
and blackboard lesson by Rev. M. N. Pres- 
ton, were each very practical and profitable. 
All the sessions of the Convention were 
largely attended, and it is hoped the result 
will prove the furtherance of the Sunday- 
school work throughout the county. 

A. D. R. 





A Revival.—We are now enjoying in 
Marietta, Pennsylvania, the most precious 
and extensive revival ever known in our 
church. During last week the Rev. Mr. 
Long, of Philadelphia, delivered his course 
of ‘‘ Illustrated Sermons,’’ before the Pres- 
byterian church and Sabbath-school, in this 
place, and they were owned of God to the 
awakening of some eighty souls—young 
and old—but mainly from the Sabbath- 
school. Some forty have already professed 
conversion, and the work of grace is still 
deepening and widening. 8. L. 





Making Good Church Members.— The 
National Baptist says that at a recent meet- 
ing of the Richmond (Va.) Baptist Sunday- 
School Association, Mr. R. H. Bosher, su- 
perintendent of the First Church school, 
stated that Dr. Burrows, the pastcr of his 
church, during the past fourteen years, had 
baptized 293 members of his Sunday-school, 
212 of whom were still members of his 
church; 72 had removed from the city, or 
had died, and only four had been excluded. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
WEEKLY LESSON.” 


LESSON No. 6. 
(For Sunday, February 7, 1869.) 
The True Confession, 


MATT. 16: 13-19, 
[We have been obliged to reverse the order, this 
week, and put the “ Analysis’ before the “ Exposi- 
tion.”] 

















ANALYSIS. 
I, THE WRONG CONFESSORS, 
Thoughts.—" John Baptist,” so say Herodian con- 
fessors; men with troubled consciences, who look 
at Christ and religion asa disturbing element in 
their life of sinful pleasure. ....... Elijah confes- 
sors, men who fail to recognize the present Christ, 
but are ever looking for a coming One; the voice 
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that says, “ Confess Jesus now!” is to them only and 
always the voice of one crying, “Prepare ye the 
way!” ........ “Jeremiah confessors,” men who 
say, ‘‘the old is better ;” who live in hope of the re- 
vival of some buried ark, and altar, and tabernacle, 
but who see not the Tabernacle of God that is with 
men; or, men who have carnal ideas of the King- 
dom, and expect Christ to come with the sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon, or with the golden sword 
of Maccabeus; who fail to see that the vital, the of- 
fensive and defensive force of the Church, is its spi- 
ritual force........... Indifferent confessors; to 
whom Christ is simply one of the prophets; whose 
knowledge of Jesus is vague, without any of the 
sweetness and assurance of a personal knowledge 
and faith. Is this the army of confessors with 
whom I appear? 


II. THE TRUE CONFESSOR. 


Thoughts.—He confesses in face of contradiction 
and danger; he confesses a Divine Saviour; he is 
taught and moved by God, the Author of faith. 


III. THE CoNFESSOR’S REWARD. 


Thoughts.—He is pronounced blessed by Christ here 
and hereafter; is a child and disciple of the Eternal 
Father; is suffered to have a place in the Spiritual 
Temple, and to be built upon by the Master with 
many lively stones; is an instrument of, and sharer 
in, the Triumph of the Saints, and the ermal of 
Satan. 


IV. THE CONFESSOR’s DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY. 


Thoughts.—He is keeper of the Oracles of God, 
whose truth alone makes free from guilt and sin; 
he is the salt of the earth, if he has lost his savor, 
corruption prevails; he is the light of the world, if 
he shine faithfully in the darkness, the powers of 
evil flee; he is the good knight of all virtue, girt in 
the heavenly panoply, and going forth “to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound.”—Ilsaiah 61:1. .... Solemn 
thought! our faithlessness as bearers of the key of 
knowledge, may keep our scholars out of the king- 
dom. Inspiring thought! our faithfulness in con- 
fessing, in uttering the Truth, may deliver their 
captive soula frem the snare of the fowler. Spirit 
of Truth, teach us to remember that our words are 
savors of spiritual liberty, life unto life; or of spiri- 


tual bondage, death unto death!......He who 
works under the guidance of the Spirit, may expect 
the sanctions and support of Heaven........ Do 


you not know what to say? the Father reveals... . 
Oh, men who have the key of knowledge, but will 
not use it to open the heavenly kingdom to the 
children, listen to the pleas of your pastor and su- 
perintendent, and seek labor in the Sabbath-school. 
......-. Is he atrue successor of that apostle to 
whom the Master said, ‘“‘ Feed my lambs,’’ who uses 
his power over the keys to open The Door of the 
fold only to adults? Will you lock the little chil- 
dren out, and leave them to find ways to the gates of 
hell? 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Read Old Testament Lesson, Daniel’s confession, 
Daniel 6; Nathanael’s confession, John 1; confession 
of Thomas, Matthew 20; 26-29; of the Centurion, Mark 
15: 89. Christ’s own confession, Matthew 26: 63, 64. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 13; He asked; Luke says he was in a private 
place praying, his disciples being with him. The 
neighborhood of Csesarea Phillippi abounded in 
solitudes. Mark says, “by the way he asked,” &c., 


_which may mean that the incident occurred while 


travelling upon the road; or more probably, that it 
was somewhere along the way in their. journey 
among the villages. We may suppose it to have 
been during one of their halts for rest, refresh- 
ment and devotion. Doubtless the current of 
his thoughts and desires in prayer, is shown by the 
conversation following—for the people, for thé 
Apostles, that they might know the Messiah truly 
and confess him freely; that they and their confes- 
sion might finally prevail over all foes, Blessed 
Intercessor, still plead for us! His disciples: whom do 
men say # their familiar intercourse with the people 
gave full opportunity to know; and would not they 
be interested in knowing and ae gy the = 
nions of men concerning their Master? ....... 
That I,notthat you. It matters little what men say of 
us, 80 they think well of Jesus. .... TheSonof man, 
the Son in likeness of man, incarnate. Jesus gives 
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his own confession, which isa true claim. The term 
Son of man, is first used of the Messiah, Daniel 7: 13. 
It is the only case in which the term is so used in 
the Old Testament. The prophet does not say that 
he saw the Son of man, but one like unto, &c. The 
seeing was in vision. The last uses of the term in 
the New Testament, Revelation 1: 13; and 14: 14, are 
similar. Stephen, Acts 7: 56, declares positively 
that he sees the Son of man; whom Luke, verse 55, 
speaks of as Jesus. These are the only instances in 
which the phrase, as a title of Messiah, is used by 
men, three of which are certainly, and the fourth 
apparently, associated with a prophetic vision. All 
of them represent the Son of man in circumstances 
of great power and majesty; Daniel, as coming in 
the clouds to the Ancient of days, and receiving 
dominion ; Stephen, as at the right hand of God, the 
chief position of honor; John, in the first reference, 
asin the midst of the seven candlesticks, clothed 
with the emblems of authority; and in the second, 
as seated on the clouds in kingly glory. The stand- 
point from which men may lawfully view the Mes- 
siah is plainly established; his is the birthright 
place to dominion over all the sons of man: power, 
glory and kingdom belong to him; the ideal-man, 
the man of the prophetic visions, the coming man, 
who is the fulfillment of all the highest hopes of 
our fallen race, is the MAN CHRIST JESUS. In the 
gospels no one speaks to Jesus under this title: no 
one speaks thus of him but himself. He, however, 
very often calls himself the Son of Man; and does 
so with about equal frequency when associated with 
circumstances of honor and humiliation; the term 
is associated both with words of salvation and words 
of judgment; oftenest with his Passion and with the 
Second Coming. The Greek equivalent for Son of 
Man, is Ho Huios tou Anthropou ; the Chaldaic, in 
which our Lord probably generally conversed, is 
Bar-enash; the Hebrew, Ben-adam. 


14. John the Baptist—risen from the dead. This 
opinion prevailed at the Court of Herod Antipas, 
who had murdered John.—Luke 9: 7, 8,9. Herod 
himself so thought.—Matthew 14: 1, 2. This opinion 
could only have been held by those who had lately 
heard, and who knew very little of Jesus. lias, 
Elijah the Tishbite, one of the most eminent of the 
Jewish prophcts; a bold, zealous, self-denying man, 
who walked closely with God, and wrought many 
mighty miracles. His origin isinvolvedin mystery, 
and his exit from life by translation only paralleled 
by that of Enoch. The last sentence of the Old Tes- 
tament, Malachi 4: 5, 6, is a prediction concerning 
him. This our Lord declared was fulfilled in John. 
—Matthew 11: 14........ Jeremiah; the life and 
writings of this prophet were associated intimately 
with the calamities of the Jews upon the destruc- 
tion of the first temple; it seems to have been 
thought that in like manner he would be associated 
in some way with the restored glory of the second 
temple during the reign of Messiah. Oneof the tra- 
ditions concerning Jeremiah is, that he hid ina 
cave the tabernacle, the ark, and the altar of in- 
cense, which he declared should remain concealed 
until the time that God should gather his people 
together again, when they would be revealed with 
the Shekinah dnd the cloud, as in the days of 
Moses and Solomon.—Maccab. 2. Another tradi- 
tion recites that Jeremiah appeared in a dream to 
Onias, high priest,as a man with gray hairs, ex- 
ceeding glorious, and of great majesty, and gave to 
Judas Maccabeus a sword of gold, with which he was 
to overcome his adversaries.—2 Maccab. 15; thus, 
also, associating Jeremiah with the restoration of 
that time Prophets, ancient, (distinguish- 
ing from John) risen again, so Luke explains; their 
notions were vague, their expressions indefinite. 
All the above views are favorable, but fail of the 
truth. 

15. Who say ye? The contrast was to appear so 
that the truth might be plainer; the former ques- 
tion introduced this. Ye is plural, addressed to all; 
it developes not only the contrast of confessions, 
but of position and character, men—ye. The period 
was one which required an intelligent review of 
their faith and renewal of their confession; enemies 
multiplied and waxed fiercer, and the Master’s 
death was nigh. To every man this is the pivotal 
question of the spiritual life. Oh, Christ, most holy 
Catechist, to thy most searching catechism may I 
ever prove as prompt, hearty, and heaven-taught a 
catechumen as thy great apostle and confessor! 

16, Simon answered, to the question addressed to 
au, therefore evidently in behalf ofall. There is no 
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record of consultation with his fellow apostles, 
though there may have been; doubtless he fully 
knew the views of all, as they must often have dis- 


cussed the claims of Christ among themselves, and 


defended them before the people; he spoke for the 
Twelve, asa foreman does forajury. “We are all 
agreed: and our answer is: Zhou art Messiah, the 
Son of the living God!” The Messiah of God the Jews 
believed in, but a Messiah, who should be Son or 
Gop, they did not accept. Their Messiah they 
thought would indeed have great power given him 
of God; but they did not expect him to be a Divine 
person. They seem at times to have been ready to 
recognize Jesus as the Christ of God; as the SON oF 
Gop, never.—John 19: 7; Luke 22: 70. Peter here 
confesses Jesus to be both Messiah and Son of God, 
i. e., the Christ-Son, eternally Divine. As the Son 
of Man, he is man, and represents man before God; 
as the Son of God, he is God, and represents God 
before men. The same truth expressed here by 
Peter he also expressed at Pentecost, Acts 2: 36, 
“God hath made that same Jesus both LORD AND 
CHRIST.” 

17.—Simon, son of Jonah, i. e.,son of John. For, 
introduces the reason for Peter’s blessedness. Flesh 
and blood hath not revealed, as the sayings of ‘‘men” 
just quoted show. But my Father, the sole source of 
spiritual life and knowledge and liberty. Hence 
the blessedness of Peter; for his confession proved 
him to bein spiritual union and communion with 
God. The reference to his human descent, appears 
under similar circumstances after Christ’s resurrec- 
tion.—John 21: 15. There is also there a trial-ques- 
tion, a confession, a reference of spiritual omnisci- 
ence to a Higher Power, a committing of apostolic 
labors ; also followed by an offence and a rebuke. 
Compare the two instances, and note the points of 
likeness and difference. The title Bar-Jona and the 
ascribing of this confession to the Father, would 
certainly have tended to humility; a proper frame 
in which to receive what follows. Hath revealed ; 
this truth was early revealed by the voice at the 
baptism, Matthew 3: 17; of which John Bap- 
tist testified.—_John 1: 34, and which Nathanael 
confessed, John 1: 49, Theapostles’ apprehension of 
this revelation was being continually made clearer; 
but it was never truly apprehended until after the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord’s approval 
would indicate that Peter at this moment, however 
he may have afterwards lapsed, spoke with a true 
perception of the letter and spirit of this confession; 
he spoke by prophetic impulse, and his word was 
the truth of God, 


18. I say. ‘Men say,” “Simon said,” “the Fa- 
ther (said) revealed,” “J also say,” the antithesis is 
the saying of the Father, uttered by Simon...... 
“Thouart,’ &c. “The usual explanation of the pas- 
sage which the Protestant church is wont to oppose 
to the view of the Catholics, according to which the 
faithof Peter and the confession of that faith is the 
rock, is entirely the correct one—only the faith 
itself and his confession must not be regarded apart 
from Peter himself personally.”—Olshausen. Living 
confessors of the truth that Jesus is the Annointed 
Son of the Living God, are the lively stones upon 
which and with which Christ builds his church. ... 
Unto thee. As Peter had answered for all the Apostles 
to the question addressed toall, so Christ addressed 
all the Apostles in this response to Peter; in the 
next verse thee and thou are evidently used in this 
representative sense, for in Matt. 18: 18 the same au- 
thority is given toall the Apostles; also, John 20: 23. 
Upon this rock, that is, the living confessors of the 
truth, represented by Peter; the rock here is equi- 
valent to the “foundations of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets” in Eph. 2: 20; where Christ himself is the 
chief Corner-Stone. In the First Epistle of this 
same Peter, 2; 6, Christ is called the chief Corner- 
Stone, the Head of the Corner, and in verse 4a 
Living Stone, Peter calls all believers themselves 
“lively stones built up,” verse 5, which certainly 
indicates his own opinion of our Lord’s figure as 
used here, which is the only sense in which any 
man can be called a rock of the church, for ‘‘ Whois 
a Rock save our God?” Ps, 18:31. “That Rock was 
Christ.” 1 Cor. 10:4...... JZ will build; it is not 
improbable that this entire figure may have been 
suggested by a view of the castle of Banias, (kul’at 
es-subeibeh), which stood about two miles north- 
east of Ceesarea Phillippi. Somewhere in this neigh- 
borhood our Lord and disciples doubtless were, and 
such a conspicuous object could not have been un- 
noticed. This fortress stands upon aridge cut off 


by achasm from the flank of Mount Hermon; it is 
at least 1,000 feet abowe the site of Caesarea Phillippi, 
overlooks the whole region below, and commands 
a view of the plain of the Huleh and the mountains 
opposite. The castle is from 800 to 1,000 feet in 
length, and about 200 in breadth. On the eastern 
and highest end of the ridge is built an upper cita- 
del, commanding the rest of the castle, to which 
there is no approach save through the lower for- 
tress. The towers of this citadel impend over the 
chasm above referred to, (wady khushabeh), that 
lies six or seven hundred feet below. This fortress 
or castle in some parts shows the heaviest and 
finest stone-work; large stones lie scattered about, 
which are six oreight feet in length, finely wrought 
and beveled. The plaee is of great antiquity and 
strength, and must have required great labor and 
expense in building. This specimen of ancient mi- 
litary architecture would be well calculated to im- 
press the mind of Jesus and his Apostles, and may 
have suggested the figures used upon this occasion. 
Certainly all the terms used could have been readily 
furnished by such an establishment. The castle of 
stones towering great and high upon the ridge of 
solid rock, might well represent the church whieh 
Christ was to build; the gates of hell might be well 
suggested by the chasm under the fortress; or better 
perhaps by the plains of Damascus and the Huleh, 
the road between which. the castle was erected to 
command. The ponderous keys of the castle gates, 
and the fact that the prisoners held within the cas- 
tle would be bound and released at the wish of 
the authorities residing in the city below, might 
have furnished the imagery of verse 19. The 
plainly martial character of the entire passage, 
especially appearing at “prevail against it,” is 

“Wavorable to the above view...... I will build, 
Heb. 3: 3, 4; the Apostles were “ master-build- 
ers,” 1 Cor. 3: 10; we all are co-laborers, id. ; 9; the 
Builder, of course, is superior to the rock or to the 
completed edifice. ..... My church, not Peter's, 
nor Rome’s, nor Calvin’s, nor Luther’s. Confessors 
of peculiar dogmas are the founders of denomina- 
tions; confessors of the Divine Christ are the foun- 
dations of the CHurcH. The Ekklesia, Congrega- 
tion, Church of Christ, is here contrasted with the 
Old Testament Church, which was to perish; read 
with the emphasis on my and it,.,., Gates of hell, 
of Hades, of Sheol; the undcr-world; the lower re- 
gions, the abodes of sin, death, and the devil. At 
the gates of Eastern cities the chief men assembled, 
the courts and councils were held, and the forces of 
the place mustered; hence gafées is used figuratively 
for dignities, powers, and numbers, The phrase 
gates of hell is equivalent to the entire hostile forces 
of the lower life,—Sin, Death, and the Devil,—as op- 
posed to the forces of the higher life.—Christ and 
the Church. 


19. Iwill give unto thee,i.e.,all the Apostles, Matt. 
18: 18. Yet Christ is ‘“‘He that hath the key of Da- 
vid; he that openeth and no man shutteth, and 
shutteth and no man openeth.” Rev. 8; 7. The 
power ofthe keys is therefore given in subordina- 
tion to Christ. The authority given here corres- 
ponds with the “Feed my sheep” in the similar case, 
John 21, which refers to the authority to instruct. 
Our Lord, Luke 11: 52, denounces the lawyers be- 
cause they had ‘‘Taken away the key of knowledge ; 
ye enter not in yourselves, and them that were en- 
teringin ye hindered.” The knowledge of the truth 
just confessed by Peter was the key by which the 
kingdom of Christ was to be opened tomen,. This 
was committed tothe disciples; and in their apply- 
ing of this truth, heaven was to follow and give efli- 
ciency. Therefore, whomsoever the Apostles should 
leave bound in ignorance, the truth being with- 
held, Heaven, that works by means of this truth, 
would leave bound; and Heaven would cause to 
“stand in the liberty wherewith Christ has made 
us free,’’ all whom the Apostles should, by the truth, 
unloose from the bondage of error, Gal.5:1. Itis 
but proper to say that this passage is ordinarily in- 
terpreted to mean the committing of the keys of 
church discipline to the Apostles. Let the teacher 
settle that for himself, But if the passage is so to 
be understood, and if this power is also supposed to 
abide in the ministry of to-day, it will be hard for 
some of our evangelical churches to defend their 
usual methods of exercising discipline, as for ex- 
ample, by congregation and session meetings where 
the minister only presides. This view seems also 





to be a concession to the Romanists, who do keep 
all power of discipline im the hands of the clergy. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Encouraging Indications.—We desire 
gratefully to acknowledge the many kind 
expressions of approval that reach us from 
all quarters, in regard to the improved ap- 
pearance of The Sunday-School Times; and 
to say to our friends that never before in 
the history of the paper, has it been in such 
demand among earnest Sabbath-school 
workers everywhere, as this present year. 
Not only in our own, but in foreign lands is 
it sought for, and subscriptions are coming 
in from different parts of the world where 
the cause we represent has gained a foot- 
hold. 

About the Back Numbers.—Will all 
those who are obtaining new subscribers, to 
this paper, have the kindness to state when 
they make their remittances, how many 
of the subscribers desire the back numbers 
from the first issue in January; as we shall 
be pleased to furnish them until our supply 
is exhausted. Weare getting out an addi- 
tion to our List of Premiums, in the shape 
of beautiful steel engravings, to be given to 
those who make an effort to extend our cir- 
culation. This new list will be sent free to 
any one who applies for it. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


BARBARA ST. JOHNS 


By THE AUTHOR OF “ISA GREAME’S WORLD.” 








CHAPTER XXXII. 


“Sandals soiled, and fingers bleeding, 
Sweating in the noon-tide sun, 

Care-worn brows, and hearts nigh fainting, 
Half we wish our work was done,” 


F we have said nothing of Leonard Ve- 
sey all this time, it was partly because 
it has been difficult to keep his post-office 
address ; and partly because we had hoped 
to have more cheering tidings of his labors. 
The week of his graduation was also the 
week of his ordination, and marriage with 
Miss Minnie Linden, of New Oxford, who 
had been rather oddly mixed up with ab- 
struse doctrinal questions, and grave theolo- 
gical studies, through the whole last year ; 
even the solemn questions to the candidate 
at his ordination, bringing an echo of the 
“Wilt thou take this woman ?”’ to which he 
had responded the preceding evening. 

His first charge was ina city of his native 
State; a pretty, new parsonage awaited 
their occupancy, and Mr. Linden had pro- 
posed to furnish it, for Minnie’s bridal gift. 
Of course the pleasant ordering of the ar- 
rangements had been left wholly with the 
bride, and she protested that it was 
“lovely.’” 

The young couple surveyed with pleasure 
the hall, parlors, and the cool west wing, 
with its large, airy windows, and pretty 
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carpet and curtains and pictures, which 
Mrs. Vesey called her ‘‘ morning room.” 

‘Tt is very charming, my dear,” said the 
young minister, ‘‘ but where is the study ? 
I think this room was designed for that.’ 

“‘Oh, but it was too pretty for dry books 
and papers; there isa room up stairs that 
answers nicely, away from all the noise, 
too; come, and I will show you,’’ and she 
flitted before him through the hall, and up 
the stairs, toa small back room, with one 
window, looking out upon his neighbor’s 
barn-yard, (how many times he counted 
those poor little scrubby pigs in after 
months, as he sat balancing his pen, wait- 
ing for an idea!) his books filled darkly one 
side-wall; the others were bare, and covered 
with a dingy paper, and the carpet was ‘‘an 
old one of mother’s, but quite good,’’ though 
colorless. 

The student’s dreams collapsed, and his 
countenance wore a look of blank dismay. 

‘Now don’t look cross,’? Minnie said 
coaxingly, drawing his head down for a 
kiss. ‘‘What do you care about the room 
when you are busy studying? And really I 
could not spare that room, Leonard.’’ An- 
other caress. 

Of course the husband of a week said, ‘‘ It 
does not make much difference.”’ 


‘* And besides, dearest,’’ she said archly, 
‘“‘Tam not going to have those ugly old 
books too enticing. I should be so lonely. 
Now my pleasant room will be a tempta- 
tion.”’ 

How could he help being pleased when 
her pretty face was so dimpled with smiles! 
He had said he did not want a wife whose 
intellect would cope with his, and hers 
didn’t; he had said he wanted a wife to 
““entertain’”’ him, and of course he was en- 
tertained and delighted—only that cheerful 
room down stairs did look as if sermon- 
writing there would have been an easy 
thing; but of course the surroundings were 
mere trifles; if the heart was full of zeal 
and love for his people, thoughts would flow 
apace. He felt eager to commence even in 
this unpromising locality—to give the very 
walls ‘“‘a habit of thought.’? What wrest- 
lings, and labors, and searching of the 
Lord’s treasure-house, and faithful plead- 
ing at the throne, should consecrate that 
little room, and make it a ‘‘ Mizpeh’’ be- 
tween him and his people! His heart was 
full as he stood upon the threshold of the 
low doorway; but Minnie’s bird-like 
laugh rang in his ears, and then she pouted, 
and called him ‘ cross’”’ and ‘‘ dull.” 

‘Now, Minnie,’”’ he said one morning, 
as soon as they were fairly settled, ‘‘I must 
have my mornings for study, unless I am 
unavoidably called out; and the rest of the 
day we can make or receive calls, or spend 
together. Let us begin with system, and it 
will all come so much easier.’’ 

And Minnie assented, though she 
thought he surely would not require all the 
mornings in a week; he “‘ could write ,half 
a°dozen sermons in that time, instead of 
two.”’ 

But his ideas of ‘‘ study hours’’ and hers 
were quite different; at all times, and 
all hours, and sometimes every five minutes. 





she would burst into the study, sometimes 
with a merry story, or if he were too ab- 
sorbed to listen, she would playfully 
snateh the sermon-page from before him, or 
close the book if he were reading ; and how 
could he tell her that she scattered all his 
ideas before her? and how could she know 
it herself? she, who never delved for a 
thought in all her life. But her errands 
were not always happy ones; every house- 
keeping perplexity or annoyance, every 
bit of dissatisfaction or ill-natured gossip 
that reached her ears, was brought here ; 
and then the pen moved heavily, and some- 
times perhaps drew baneful inspiration 
from the occasion. 

Before a year had passed, Mrs. Vesey 
grew discontented and repining; and per- 
haps Mr. Vesey was rather weak and mor- 
bid, and magnified little ills; and: clouds: 
came between them and their people—fogs.- 
which made motes and beams seem wilful: 
blindness, and Mr. Vesey asked and reeeived! 
his dismission. Oh! it is a sad thing: to’ 
sunder the tie between pastor and people— 
asadder thing when pastors and peoples 
grow to think lightly of such sunder- 
ings! 

The succeeding spring Mr. Vesey, at his 
own request, received an appointment at 
the West; and here he made a good begin- 
ning, and surveyed the broad white fields 
with a prayerful zeal. But Minnie was not 
well, and she was sure ‘‘ it was the climate. 
She should not live ayear.’’ ‘‘ Poor child, 
she had been such a pet at home,’’ and Mr. 
Vesey reluctantly abandoned the field, and 
leaving Minnie and her child at her father’s 
home, he went “‘ prospecting.”’ 

Five years after his ordination he is set- 
tled over his fourth charge. He is older at 
thirty-two than he should be at forty, with 
that painful, spiritless, ‘‘ pardon-me-sir’’ 
sort of air which we see sometimes ‘in those 
who are doubtful where the world needs 
them, if indeed it would mind much to dis- 
pense with them altogether. 

Mr. Vesey’s prime does not fulfill the 
promise of his student days, and he is pain- 
fully conscious of the fact. His sermons 
are rambling and desultory, yet have they 
‘the root of the matter’? in them; he has 
not lost his faith in God, that were worst of 
all; but what is next worst, he has lost his 
faith in himself. He was never a strong 
man, and a life of many trials, not great, 
but constant, has worn sadly upon him 
mentally and physically. 

It is Thursday morning; Mr. Vesey has 
gone to his study to commence his Sabbath 
morning sermon. He has a habit, con- 
tracted first from nervousness, of composing 
while walking the floor. The text is se- 
lected, and a brief analysis made ; he spends 
a few moments in silent prayer, and then 
commences his walk and his sermon, 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee.’’ ‘' To the 
true Christian who has known’’—a quick 
footstep across the hall, two of them, and 
Mrs. Vesey opens the door, and hands ina 
four-year old boy, with, 

‘*Can’t you take care of Arnold while I 
go to the store? He can walk with you 
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just as well, and Ann has the other ¢hil- 
dren, and her work te de.” 

The minister ‘sighs, tedkes ‘the chubby 
hand in his, and ‘begins again: ‘To the 
Christian who ‘has known by blessed expe- 
rience’’—‘‘ Mercy! what is the matter with 
that child?” and ‘he rushes to the nursery, 
and from thence to the kitchen, guided by 
the shrieks, which stop suddenly ere he 
reaches the door. Ann, the maid of all 
work, is tossing the babe frantically in the 
effort to restore the suspended breath, and 
Johnnie is rubbing his eyes and sobbing he 
‘* didn’t mean to tip her over.’? Peace and 
order are restored after a time; Mr. Vesey 
ventures a timid reproof to the stout Irish 
girl, for leaving the little ones by them- 
selves, and she answers pertly that ‘‘ Sure, 
and she can’t do ivery thing at once, and 
be all over from cellar to garret,’’ a fact 
which he recognizes at once, as there is no- 
thing ubiquitous about her appearance, and 
compromises the matter by taking ‘‘ Baby 
Belle’’ to the study. The cries have died 
away to long, pitiful sobs, and he jolts her 
back and forth in his study chair till she 
falls into a sweet sleep; and then, with the 
aid of Arnold, makes a little bed for her 
upon the lounge, and lays her away with a 
light, fond kiss upon her pure baby-brow. 

The minister glances over the analysis to 
revive the associations, and is starting off 
again, when Ann’s face appears unan- 
neunced at the door, to say ‘‘the potatoes 
are all gone, and ‘ Miss Vesey’ out, and Mr. 
Oonant coming to dinner.’’ In this dilem- 
ma the not over-stocked porte-monnaie is 
drawh out, and ‘‘ Ann”’ herself dispatched 
to the nearest grocery. 

“And what shall I do with Johnnie?” 
she asks, turning back. 

‘““You can puton his cap, and take him 
with you. I guess it is in here some- 


where.” 
After aspirited hunt of five or six mi- 


nutes, the missing article is found and tied 
on, and Mr. Vesey closes the door, and with 
a great effort takes up the broken thread of 
lis meditation and his walk. 

‘* Now we march,”’ said the boy, delight- 
ed, setting his heels down in what he 
thought military style; ‘‘ wait a minute,” 
and gliding away from his father’s side, he 
returns with an umbrella and light cane; 
“here, papa, shoulder arms, like I do.” 

‘* Yes, my son,’’ and the minister mecha- 
nically raises the umbrella to his shoulder 
and walks on. 

Back and forth they pace, slowly and 
majestically—the little captain in red jacket 
and trowsers, the clerical private in dress- 
ing-gown, slippers and umbrella. He is 
getting on very well now, and feels the in- 
spiration of his theme, ‘ Troubles like bil- 
lows, wave after wave may roll.’’ 

‘‘ Halt!’’ at the top of the little captain’s 


ane 
“Yes, yes, not so loud, my son,—you will 


waken Belle.” 
‘*_May roll over—” 
“Fire, bang, shoot!’’ and the order, or 
the report wakened the baby, just as the 
hall door closed, and Mrs. Vesey came into 
the study and threw off her bonnet and 


BOOKS. 


CRUDEN’s COMPLETE CONCORDANCE. Unabridged. 

Octavo, 856 pp. By Alexander Cruden. With por- 

trait of the author. New York: M. W. Dodd. No- 

thing need be said, nothing can be said, to increase 

in the public Christian mind the estimation in 

which this invaluable work is held. And yet, while 

new generations of teachers and students of God’s 

Word are constantly rising to take their places as 
instructors of others, and as hundreds and thou- 

sands are every year for the first time turning their 
minds to Bible study, we recognize the present as a 
timely opportunity to commend this great help to 

renewed attention. It isa key to the whole Word 

of God. It is almost essential to the work of inter- 

pretation of Scripture by Scripture. The reference 
Bible is valuable; but it gives one only an inkling 
of the wealth of parallelisms by which Scripture 
texts mutually illustrate and support each other. 

Then, too, as Christians, we often need to take in 
our hand this jewel of comfort, that sparkling pro- 
mise, the other lustrous hope, that we may admire 
it in its fulness of beauty, and hide it in our hearts 
asthe divine amulet against sin. How can our poor 
memory, unaided, lay hold of these treasures? How 
often, relying upon its treacherous powers, do we 
rob the gems of truth of their size and lustre by our 
misquotations! Misquotation of Scripture is next 
door to perversion of it. The Concordance offers its 
readyhelp that we may avoid thisevil. Letusconsult 
it. Especially do writersand speakers need to con- 
sult it freely. Sunday-school superintendents and 
teachers, of all men, need to know the very words 
of inspired wisdom, that they may be skilled work- 
men, not handling the Word of God deceitfully. 
We have only to add that while there are numerous 
editions of partial Concordances of more or less ful- 
ness and value, we would yet never recommend 
any one to be satisfied until he is possessed of this 
full and complete work of Cruden. Nothing can 
begin to supply its place. Let it be your very next 
investment in Bible helps. You have perhaps been 
intending to get it. You can scarcely afford to post- 
pone. It will pay you as you go along. How a 
teacher can at all thoroughly prepare his lessons 
without it, unless he is gifted with the marvellous 
memory of a John Calvin, or a Nathaniel West, we 
cannot see. 


CLOSING SCENES OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST. By 
D. D. Buck, D. D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 
Co. We noticed a few weeks ago asmall book by 
Mr. Whitney, called “‘The Last Passover.” If any 
of our readers have seen Mr. Whitney’s book, they 
will have the means of forming avery good idea 
of Dr. Buck’s book. In each case, the author has 
combined the words of the four gospel narratives 
in such a way as to form one harmonious and com- 
plete narrative. The main difference is that Mr. 
Whitney goes over the scenes of the Last Passover, 
while Dr. Buck in his larger volume goes over in 
this way all the scenes and transactions of the last 
year of our Lord’s life, embracing a large part of his 
public ministry. There are, too, some minor differ- 
ences of detail in the execution of their plans. But 
in the main,so far as they travel over the same 
ground, there is a surprising coincidenee both in 
plan and in results. We commend Dr. Buck’s book, 
as we did Mr. Whitney’s, to the earnest attention of 
Sunday-school teachers, and indeed to all students 
of the sacred Scriptures. 


UNCLE TIMOTHY; or, Our Bible-Class, Ky Mrs, 
Caroline Fairfield Corbin. Chicago: Clarke & Com- 
pany. This is not a record of pleasant and profit- 
able Bible study, pursued by a class with Un- 
cle Timothy as teacher (as the title would lead one 
to suppose), but simply a story of the varied experi- 
ences in life of young men and young women who 
at one time were members of the class. It has, 
therefore, a general scope, and might well have been 
named “Uncle Timothy’s Young Friends,” or any 
other similar title. It is, however, a good book, 
teaching temperance strongly, and the insuffici- 
ency of wealth or outward circumstances to give 
real worth to the character. The most prominent 
lessons it teaches, and to our mind as importantas 
any, are the true principles that ought to govern 
in heart-affairs; and on this point we find more 
real Christian sense than is usual with such books, 
In most Sunday-school stories love matters are 





impression that it was of doubtful expediency to In- 
troduce the subject at all. But here we have it freely 
handled, and in an instructive way, that will be 
more useful to young people.than many homilies 
on the subject. Wecommend the book for the fa- 
mily and the Sabbath-school, 


THE OLD WORLD IN ITS NEW FACE. Vol. 2% 
12mo, pp. 528. By Henry W. Bellows. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. This second volume carries us 
into an older world even than the first, introducing 
us to the lands of Eastern and Bible story, and giving 
very vivid pictures oftheir present national, domes- 
tic and religious life—in short, of almost everything 
that would impress the mind of an intelligent, ob- 
servant traveller, Rome, Naples, Pompeii, Athens, 
Greece, the Levant, Jerusalem, Damascus, Pales- 
tine, Phenicia, Syria, Turkey, the Dardanelles, 
Egypt, Cairo, Thebes, the Nile, Karnak—with other 
places of ancient and sacred interest are seen in 
their modern aspects, and thoughtful instructions 
and suggestions, with entertaining incidents, are 
produced therefrom. These two volumes are a ne- 
cessary addition to every complete library of mo- 
dern travels, 


A CHRISTMAS Story. By Mrs. Caroline E. Kelly 
Davis. Boston: Henry Hoyt. This touching little 
story for the Christmas time, has been inadver- 
tently overlooked by us until now. But it is a book 
for all seasons. It teaches lessons that are always 
timely, and in a way that carries them right home 
to the heart. Its burden is kindness to the poor, 
ministered by children’s hands, and through chil- 
dren’s self-denials, Itshould be in all our Sunday- 
school libraries. 


THE MAGAZINES. The leading magazines of the 
country are giving evidence of continued prosperity 
and increase. Their general maintenance of inte- 
rest, and in many cases marked improvements, de- 
serve the public favor. “The Galaxy,” published 
by Sheldon & Co., New York, enters its seventh vo- 
lume with added energy and attractions. It has 
many thoughtful and instructive articles, with its 
share of pleasant lighter reading. “The Atlantic” 
and “ Harper” keep on in the even tenor of their 
way, each distinct and necessary in itselfas a repre- 
sentative of current literature. ‘“ Every Saturday” 
is a most excellent repository of choice bits from the 
foreign magazines. ‘“ Lippincott’s’ deserves its 
high reputation,—it is unequalled in beauty of 
paper and press-work, and is adding illustrations of 
avery superior sort, while its subject matter is equal 
to the best. “Hours at Home,” “Putnam’s,” 
“ Blackwood,” and the leading “‘ Reviews” we have 
already noticed. Taking them altogether, we have 
reason to be congratulated that our standard maga- 
zine literature is so pure in morals, so generally 
healthy in tone, and so surely ministering to a re- 
fined and intelligent taste. 








NEW AND VERY BEAUTIFUL 
Scripture {ottoes, 


PAINTED ON GLASS. 


The most attractive and durable form of motto- 
card for the walls of the school-room ever yet manu- 
factured. We believe them to be unsurpassed, be- 
cause they will not soil with exposure or age, being 
painted in gilt and oil colors, directly on the glass. 
Each card is substantially framed in black walnut, 
with a gilt bead border. 


Sizes and Prices. 


STAND UP FOR JESUS. 12by 15 inches, $3.00 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD. “i i 8.08 
TRUST IN THE LORD. ox 3.00 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER. 7 by 16 inches 1.75 
OBEY YOUR PARENTS. “ “ 1.75 
GOD IS LOVE. a i 1,75 


These goods can be sent safely by express, but not 
by mail. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & C0., 
608 ARCH STREET, 





hinted at so delicately, or touched so lightly, that 





shawl. 


little comes of the allusions, except an undefined 
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sa EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and bstantial patent 
Binders, It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 


by mail, $1220, 


BLACKBOARDS. 


:0°—— 

The Blackboard is now an important article of 
furniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools. We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 
manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 











2 by 8 feet on each side (12 a ft. of ones, $8.50 
24% by 3% feet on each side (174 sq. ft. o 
surface), RTE ae tet et Ne $5.25 
3 by 4 feet on each side (24 sq. ft. of surface), $7.00 
3% by 4% feet on each side . ft. of 
surface), - - - - - . 
4 by 5 feet on each side (40 sq. urface), $12.00 


BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond’s frame or support, intended for the 
Blackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
admit of the Board revolving so as to present either 
side to the observer. Price $6. 


BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 
pound joint for supporting a Board while in use. 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 
sold with or withoutthem. Price $3. 


PORTABLE 


OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 


This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
son can be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully coated with Peirce’s Liquid 
lating. 

PRICES OF THE SLATE: 


S8squarefeetof surface, - - - - 


00 
12 square feet of surface, ea o 


- $6.00 
CRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents. 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents. 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchase or not. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION'S 
PERIODICALS. 


Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D., Editor. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, 


A monthly paper, sixteen pages, quarto, for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible Classes, Parents, and all in- 
terested in the religious training of the young. 
Each number containsaSERMON for CHILDREN, 
and on OUTLINE LESSON for Sunday-schools, by 
the Editor. It is published at the low rate of 


FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 
THE CHILD'S WORLD, 


A beautifully illustrated paper, for Children and 
Youth, monthly or semi-monthly. Terms twelve 
cents per year for the monthly, and twenty-four 
cents for the semi-monthly, for ten copies or over 
sent to one address, postage payable at the office 
where received. 

4@- Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and 
Sample Copies of its Periodicals, furnished gratui- 
tously, on application at the Depository, 


1122 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are toappear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 
which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 


copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper, 





NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


With colored covers. Beautifully Illustrated. Put 
up in Packages of Ten each, in awrapper. Price 
$2.50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will be sure 
to please the Children. 


GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve Illustrations, Bevelled Cloth. 
Price $1 








ROSA. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board. 16mo. 
366 pages. Four Illustrations. Price $1. 


- JUVENILES. 


ALL ILLUSTRATED. 





** Trasule,” - ~ - - - 60 cts. 
‘6 Footsteps in the Light,” - - 60 cts. 
“ Cousin Amy,” - - - - 60 cts. 
“ Tell the Truth,” - - = = 60cés. 
‘* Edith’s Two Account Books,” - 60 cts. 
‘“* The Prisoners,”  - - - - ets. 
‘* Margaret Lawrence,” - 60 cts. 
‘“* Little Street-Sweeper,” - = 45 cts. 
* Marble Clarke,” - -a-« 60 cés. 
“* Brave Heart,” - = = = 60 cbs. 





BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25, 


TEACHER’S BIBLE. 


This is an admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
complete references, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good readable type, with 
a number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages, entitled, ‘An Index to the Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 
great practical value. The book also contains 
Chronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to.the Banishment of John to the 
island of Patmos, The volume :s bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 

Imitation Morocco, $3.50; by mail, $3.70. 

Spanish Morocco, $3.75; by mail, $3.99. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp, $6.00; by mail, $6.28, 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mail, $7.28. 


For Sale by 








J.C. Garrigues & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia, 





FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


G00D, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 





Per doz. 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 9c. 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 6c. 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 0c. 


God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
Benen, 6 #6 Oe 


Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower,  * 


aa On receipt of 25 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Book for Every Live Sunday-sch20l Man. 
CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT, 


AND A GUIDE FOR THE 


CHILDREN’S PREACHER. 


CONTAINING 


A Year's Supply of Concert Exercises worked out 
for immediate use; Hints on Bible ing, 
Singing, Prayer and Preaching; Forms for 
Opening and Closing Service; Sermon 
lans; Historical Notes on Children’s 
Worship, &c. 


By Rew H.CLAY ‘TRUMBULL, 
Missionary Secretary of Am. S. S. Union, 
for New England. 


BP 











This is the fullest and best book on the subject of 
eneral religious exercises for children ever pub- 
fished. It is the result of long experience, careful 
study, and extended observation and reading on the 
rt of one of the most successful and skilled Sun- 
ay-school workers in the land. 
ull of anguestions to those who are to talk or 
reach to children; it contains sermons and ad- 
resses, or other original contributions, from many 
of the best known pastors and Sunday-school work- 
ers of the various denominations, including: 

Rev. Drs. 8. H. Tyng, Richard Newton and F. D. 
Huntington, Rev. Messrs. H. D. Ganse, J. H. Vin- 
cent, James M. Freeman, A.J. Gordon, R. T. Rob- 
inson, W. E. Knox, J. Aspinwall Hodge and Alfred 
Taylor, and Messrs. Ralph Wells, E. D. Jones, and 
William Reynolds. 

It isa book which no pastor or Superintendent 
can afford to be without. 

Price $1.50. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

For sale by all Booksellers. 


“‘W. J. HOLLAND & Co., Publishers, 


Springfield, Mass. 





GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
ae 
REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Mkaals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 


The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 


‘Search the Scriptures: forin them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLatn, $8. 


4a~- Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 


J.C. GARRIGUES &Go., 
608 ARCH St,. Philadelphia, 





58 





“r 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








just as well, and Ann has the other ¢hil- 
dren, and her work te de.” 

The minister ‘sighs, tédkes ‘thre chubby 
hand in his, and ‘begins again: ‘‘To the 
Christian who ‘has known by blessed expe- 
rience’’—‘‘ Mercy! what is the matter with 
that child?” and the rushes to the nursery, 
and from thence to the kitchen, guided by 
the shrieks, which stop suddenly ere he 
reaches the door. Ann, the maid of all 
work, is tossing the babe frantically in the 
effort to restore the suspended breath, and 
Johnnie is rubbing his eyes and sobbing he 
‘* didn’t mean to tip her over.’”’ Peace and 
order are restored after a time; Mr. Vesey 
ventures a timid reproof to the stout Irish 
girl, for leaving the little ones by them- 
selves, and she answers pertly that ‘‘ Sure, 
and she can’t do ivery thing at once, and 
be all over from cellar to garret,’’ a fact 
which he recognizes at once, as: there is no- 
thing ubiquitous about her appearance, and 
compromises the matter by taking ‘‘ Baby 
Belle’ to the study. The cries have died 
away to long, pitiful sobs, and he jolts her 
back and forth in his study chair till she 
falls into a sweet sleep; and then, with the 
aid of Arnold, makes a little bed for her 
upon the lounge, and lays her away with a 
light, fond kiss upon her pure baby-brow. 

The minister glances over the analysis to 
revive the associations, and is starting off 
again, when Ann’s face appears unan- 
neunced at the door, to say ‘‘the potatoes 
are all gone, and ‘ Miss Vesey’ out, and Mr. 
Oonant coming to dinner.’’ In this dilem- 
ma the not over-stocked porte-monnaie is 
drawh out, and ‘‘ Ann” herself dispatched 
to the nearest grocery. 

**And what shall I do with Johnnie?”’ 
she asks, turning back. 

‘*You can puton his cap, and take him 
with you. I guess it is in here some- 
where.”’ 

After aspirited hunt of five or six mi- 
nutes, the missing article is found and tied 
on, and Mr. Vesey closes the door, and with 
a great effort takes up the broken thread of 
lis meditation and his walk. 

‘* Now we march,”’ said the boy, delight- 
ed, setting his heels down in what he 
thought military style; ‘‘ wait a minute,”’ 
and gliding away from his father’s side, he 
returns with an umbrella and light cane; 
**here, papa, shoulder arms, like I do.”’ 

‘* Yes, my son,’’ and the minister mecha- 
nically raises the umbrella to his shoulder 
and walks on. 

Back and forth they pace, slowly and 
majestically—the little captain in red jacket 
and trowsers, the clerical private in dress- 
ing-gown, slippers and umbrella. He is 
getting on very well now, and feels the in- 
spiration of his theme, ‘‘ Troubles like bil- 
lows, wave after wave may roll.”’ 


‘Halt!’ at the top of the little captain’s 
lungs. 

“Ves, yes, not so loud, my son,—you will 
waken Belle.”’ 

‘*_May roll over—” 

“Fire, bang, shoot!” and the order, or 
the report wakened the baby, just as the 
hall door closed, and Mrs. Vesey came into 
the study and threw off her bonnet and 
shawl. 





BOOKS. 


CrUDEN’s COMPLETE CONCORDANCE. Unabridged. 
Octavo, 856 pp. By Alexander Cruden. With por- 
trait of the author. New York: M. W. Dodd. No- 
thing need be said, nothing can be said, to increase 
in the public Christian mind the estimation in 
which this invaluable work is held. And yet, while 
new generations of teachers and students of God’s 
Word are constantly rising to take their places as 
instructors of others, and as hundreds and thou- 
sands are every year for the first time turning their 
minds to Bible study, we recognize the present as a 
timely opportunity to commend this great help to 
renewed attention. Itisa key to the whole Word 
of God. It is almost essential to the work of inter- 
pretation of Scripture by Scripture. The reference 
Bible is valuable; but it gives one only an inkling 
of the wealth of parallelisms by which Scripture 
texts mutually illustrate and support each other. 
Then, too, as Christians, we often need to take in 
our hand this jewel of comfort, that sparkling pro- 
mise, the other lustrous hope, that we may admire 
it in its fulness of beauty, and hide it in our hearts 
asthe divine amulet against sin. How can our poor 
memory, unaided, lay hold of these treasures? How 
often, relying upon its treacherous powers, do we 
rob the gems of truth of their size and lustre by our 
misquotations! Misquotation of Scripture is next 
door to perversion of it. The Concordance offers its 
readyhelp that we may avoidthisevil. Letusconsult 
it. Especially do writersand speakers need to con- 
sult it freely. Sunday-school superintendents and 
teachers, of all men, need to know the very words 
of inspired wisdom, that they may be skilled work- 
men, not handling the Word of God deceitfully. 
We have only to add that while there are numerous 
editions of partial Concordances of more or less ful- 
ness and value, we would yet never recommend 
any one to be satisfied until he is possessed of this 
full and complete work of Cruden. Nothing can 
begin to supply its place. Let it be your very next 
investment in Bible helps. You have perhaps been 
intending to get it. You can scarcely afford to post- 
pone. It will pay you as you go along. How a 
teacher can at all thoroughly prepare his lessons 
without it, unless he is gifted with the marvellous 
memory of a John Calvin, or a Nathaniel West, we 
cannot see. 


CLOSING SCENES OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST. By 
D. D. Buck, D. D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 
Co. We noticed a few weeks ago a small book by 
Mr. Whitney, called “The Last Passover.” If any 
of our readers have seen Mr. Whitney’s book, they 
will have the means of forming avery good idea 
of Dr. Buck’s book. In each case, the author has 
combined the words of the four gospel narratives 
in such a way as to form one harmonious and com- 
plete narrative. The main difference is that Mr, 
Whitney goes over the scenes of the Last Passover, 
while Dr. Buck in his larger volume goes over in 
this way all the scenes and transactions of the last 
year of our Lord’s life, embracing a large part of his 
public ministry. There are, too, some minor differ- 
ences of detail in the execution of their plans. But 
in the main,so far as they travel over the same 
ground, there is a surprising coincidenee both in 
plan and in results. We commend Dr. Buck’s book, 
as we did Mr. Whitney’s, to the earnest attention of 
Sunday-school teachers, and indeed to all students 
of the sacred Scriptures. 


UNCLE TIMOTHY ; or, Our Bible-Class. By Mrs. 
Caroline Fairfield Corbin. Chicago: Clarke & Com- 
pany. This is not a record of pleasant and profit- 
able Bible study, pursued by a class with Un- 
cle Timothy as teacher (as the title would lead one 
to suppose), but simply a story of the varied experi- 
ences in life of young men and young women who 
at one time were members of the class, It has, 
therefore, a general scope, and might well have been 
named “Uncle Timothy’s Young Friends,” or any 
other similar title. It is, however, a good book, 
teaching temperance strongly, and the insuffici- 
ency of wealth or outward circumstances to give 
real worth to the character. The most prominent 
lessons it teaches, and to our mind as importantas 
any, are the true principles that ought to govern 
in heart-affairs; and on this point we find more 
real Christian sense than is usual with such books, 
In most Sunday-school stories love matters are 
hinted at so delicately, or touched so lightly, that 
little comes of the allusions, except an undefined 





- —~ 


impression that it was of doubtful expediency to in- 
troduce the subject at all. But here we have it freely 
handled, and in an instructive way, that will be 
more useful to young people.than many homilies 
on the subject. Wecommend the book for the fa- 
mily and the Sabbath-school, 


THE OLD WoRLD IN ITS NEW FACE. Vol. 2 
12mo, pp. 528. By Henry W. Bellows. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. This second volume carries us 
into an older world even than the first, introducing 
us to the lands of Eastern and Bible story, and giving 
very vivid pictures oftheir present national, domes- 
tic and religious life—in short, of almost everything 
that would impress the mind of an intelligent, ob- 
servant traveller, Rome, Naples, Pompeii, Athens, 
Greece, the Levant, Jerusalem, Damascus, Pales- 
tine, Pheenicia, Syria, Turkey, the Dardanelles, 
Egypt, Cairo, Thebes, the Nile, Karnak—with other 
places of ancient and sacred interest are seen in 
their modern aspects, and thoughtful instructions 
and suggestions, with entertaining incidents, are 
produced therefrom. These two volumes are a ne- 
cessary addition to every complete library of mo- 
dern travels, 


A CHRISTMAS Story. By Mrs. Caroline E. Kelly 
Davis. Boston: Henry Hoyt. This touching little 
story for the Christmas time, has been inadver- 
tently overlooked by us until now. But it is a book 
for all seasons, It teaches lessons that are always 
timely, and in a way that carries them right home 
to the heart. Its burden is kindness to the poor, 
ministered by children’s hands, and through chil- 
dren’s self-denials, Itshould be in all our Sunday- 
school libraries. 


THE MAGAZINES, The leading magazines of the 
country are giving evidence of continued prosperity 
and increase. Their general maintenance of inte- 
rest, and in many cases marked improvements, de- 
serve the public favor. “The Galaxy,’ published 
by Sheldon & Co., New York, enters its seventh vo- 
lume with added energy and attractions. It has 
many thoughtful and instructive articles, with its 
share of pleasant lighter reading. “The Atlantic” 
and “ Harper” keep on in the even tenor of their 
way, each distinct and necessary in itselfas a repre- 
sentative of current literature. ‘“ Every Saturday” 
is a most excellent repository of choice bits from the 
foreign magazines, “ Lippincott’s’ deserves its 
high reputation,—it is unequalled in beauty of 
paper and press-work, and is adding illustrations of 
avery superior sort, while its subject matter is equal 
to the best. “Hours at Home,” ‘“ Putnam’s,” 
“ Blackwood,” and the leading “ Reviews” we have 
already noticed. Taking them altogether, we have 
reason to be congratulated that our standard maga- 
zine literature is so pure in morals, so generally 
healthy in tone, and so surely ministering to a re- 
fined and intelligent taste. 








NEW AND VERY BEAUTIFUL 
Scripture HMottoes, 


PAINTED ON GLASS. 


The most attractive and durable form of motto- 
card for the walls of the school-room ever yet manu- 
factured. We believe them to be unsurpassed, be- 
cause they will not soil with exposure or age, being 
painted in gilt and oil colors, directly on the glass. 
Each card is substantially framed in black walnut, 
with a gilt bead border. 


Sizes and Prices. 


STAND UP FOR JESUS. 12by 15 inches, 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD. ” one? 
TRUST IN THE LORD. ” * 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER, 7 by 16 inches 
OBEY YOUR PARENTS. “ - 1.75 
GOD IS LOVE, lees 1.75 

These goods can be sent safely by express, but not 
by mail. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


$3.00 
8.00 
3.00 
1.75 
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sa EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wu 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1220. 


BLACKBOARDS. 


——:0:—— 

The Blackboard is now an important article of 
furniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools, We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 
manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 





2 by 3 feet on each side (12 og. ft. of surface $3.50 
2% by pA ‘in on each side (174 sq. ft. 0 
surface aa sae” nae heed” ae 
3 by 4 feet on each side (24 $4. ft. of surface), -00 
3% by 4% feet on each side (314 sq. ft. of 
surface), - 


) SSE ae ca . 
4 by 5 feet on each side (40 sq. ft. of surface), $12.00 


BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond’s frame or support, intended for the 
Blackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
admit of the Board revolving so as to present either 
side to the observer. Price $6. 


BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 
pound joint for supporting a Board while in use. 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 
sold with or withoutthem. Price $3. 


PORTABLE 

OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 

This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
son can be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully coated with Peirce’s Liquid 
lating. 

PRICES OF THE SLATE: 


8 square feet of surface, - - - - $4.00 
12 square feet of surface, - - = $6,00 


CRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents. 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents. 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchase or not. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION'S 
PERIODICALS. 


Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D., Editor. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, 


A monthly paper, sixteen pages, quarto, for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible Classes, Parents, and all in- 
terested in the religious training of the young. 
Each number containsa SERMON for CHILDREN, 
and on OUTLINE LESSON for Sunday-schools, by 
the Editor. It is published at the low rate of 


FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 
THE CHILD’S WORLD, 


A beautifully illustrated paper, for Children and 
Youth, monthly or semi-monthly, Terms twelve 
cents per year for the monthly, and twenty-four 
cents for the semi-monthly, for ten copies or over 
sent to one address, postage payable at the office 
where received. 

4@- Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and 
Sample Copies of its Periodicals, furnished gratui- 
tously, on application at the Depository, 


1122 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 
which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 


copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper. 


NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


With colored covers. Beautifully Illustrated. Put 
oP in Packages of Ten each, in awrapper. Price 
50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will be sure 

to please the Children. 


GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve Illustrations. Bevelled Cloth. 
Price $1.25, 








ROSA. 
By MApAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board. 16mo. 
366 pages. Four Illustrations. Price $1. 


- JUVENILES. 
ALL ILLUSTRATED. 


‘6 Trasule,” - - - 60 cts. 
‘* Footsteps in the Light,” - - 650cés. 





‘* Cousin Amy,” - + 60 cés. 
“Tell the Truth,” - - - = 60cés. 
‘* Edith’s Two Account Books,” = 60 cts. 


‘The Prisoners,” = - - - 75 cts. 
“* Margaret Lawrence," a 60 cts. 
‘* Little Street-Sweeper,” - = 465 cts. 
** Marble Clarke,” - - 60 cés. 
“ Brave Heart," - + - - 60cés. 





BOOKS IN BOXES. 


STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICE SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25, 


TEACHER’S BIBLE. 


This is an admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
complete references, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good readable type, with 
@ number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages, entitled, ‘An Index to the Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 
great practical value. The book also contains 
Chronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to the Banishment of John to the 
island of Patmos. The volume :s bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 

Imitation Morocco, $3.50; by mail, $3.70. 

Spanish Morocco, $3.75; by mail, $3.99. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp , $6.00; by mail, $6.28. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mail, $7.28. 


For Sale by 








J.C. Garrigues & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia. 





FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 





Per doz, 
A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 9c. 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 60c. 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60c. 


God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 
WORE, “Ss . 6 6 Sha we ee 


Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - 


aa On receipt of 25 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Book for Every Live Sunday-sckool Man. 
CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT, 


AND A GUIDE FOR THE 


CHILDREN’S PREACHER. 


CONTAINING 


A Year’s oy of Concert Exercises worked out 
for immediate use; Hints on Bible Reading, 
Singing, Prayer and Preaching; Forms for 
oe and Closing Service; Sermon 
lans; Historical Notes on Children’s 
Worship, &c. 


By Rew H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 
Missionary Secretary of Am. S. S. Union, 
for New England. 


# 











This is the fullest and best book on the subject of 
ae religious exercises for children ever pub- 
ished. It is the result of long experience, careful 
study, and extended observation and reading on the 
rt of one of the most successful and skilled Sun- 
ay-school workers in the land, 
ull of sug estions to those who are to talk or 
reach to children; it contains sermons and ad- 
resses, or other original contributions, from many 
of the best known pastors and Sunday-school work- 
ers of the various denominations, including: 

Rev. Drs. 8S. H. Tyng, Richard Newton and F. D. 
Huntington, Rev. Messrs. H. D. Ganse, J. H. Vin- 
cent, James M. Freeman, A.J. Gordon, R. T. Rob- 
inson, W. E. Knox, J. Aspinwall Hodge and Aljred 
ee and Messrs, Ralph Wells, E. D. Jones, and 
William Reynolds, 

It isa book which no pastor or Superintendent 
can afford to be without. 

Price $1.50. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

For sale by all Booksellers. 


“‘W. J. HOLLAND & Co., Publishers, 


Springfield, Mass. 





GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
pe 
REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Mbaals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 


The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 


“Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLatrn, $3. 


Say Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 


J.C. GARRIGUES &Go., 
608 ARCH St, Philadelphia, 
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“SONGS OF GLADNESS?” will be ready March 1. 


Cheerfully. 


1. We dwell this side of Jordan’s stream, 


The Other Side. 


From “ Songs of Gladness.” 
J. E. GOULD. 


et oft there comesa shining beam A- 


2. The oth-erside! ah, there’s a place Where saints in joy past times retrace, And 


cross from yon-der shore, 
think of tri - als gone, 


-e- 


{ 


A - cross from yon-der shore; While visions of a 
And think of tri-als gone; The veil withdrawn,they 


-e@- 


holy throng. And sound of harpand se-raph song Seem gently waft-ed o’er, Seem 


see That all onearth had need to be, 


mf 


gent-ly wafted 
bring them safely home. 


f 


oth -er side, the oth-er side, 


8 The other side! oh charming sight! 
Upon its banks, arrayed in white, 
ti: For me a loved one waits ; ;|; 
Over the stream he calis to me, 
Fear not—I am thy guide to be 
lj: Up to the pearly gates. :||\—Chorue. 


cemeestan betes Bay ony = 


ei O Zi-on cit -y fair! 0 


To bring themsafely home, To 


Zi-on cit-y 


shall we meet our lov’d ones there ? 


4 The other side! the other side 
Who would not brave the swelling tide 
\|: Of earthly toil and care, :|| 
To make one day, when life is past, 
Over the stream, at home at last, 
||: With all the blessed ones there? :|j Cho, 


D. 1868, by J. E. GOULD, in the Clerk’s Office of the 


'rict Court For: the Eastern District of Penna 


DR. SMITH’S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


FOR 


Sabbath-Schools. 


4 

While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
‘is intended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page weod-cuts, and eight -very fine 
steel engravings, 


Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
808 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 


‘Lange’s Commentary on Pauline Epistles, 








To Sunday~School Superintendents. 


Tarbox’s Combination Stencil Alphabet. 


Patented August 11, 1868. 


Superintendents of Sunday-schools will find this 
almost indispensable for printing Hymns, Show 
rds, + Send for a Circular, 


E. L. TARBOX, 87 Nassau St., New York. 


THE LITTLE CHIEF, 


An Illustrated Juvenile Magazine, 
Terms, Seventy-Five Cents Per Year, 


Aspires to make for itself a permanent place in 
every American home where children dwell. It 
aims to bea cheerful, instructive companion, whose 
every influence is pure and elevating. The best wri- 
ters in the country are called to the assistance of its 
editors, and the artist lends his skill to illustrate 
and beautify their labors, 

Send your name, and receive free by return mail 
a specimen copy and premium list, and judge for 
yourself if the children have not cause to love it. 

Address 


SHORTRIDGE & ALDEN, Publishers, 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 











Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published. 

JVe subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 





VALUABLE PREMIUMS 


To be pees to br who obtain 
SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Price. 
$12.00 
12.00 
12,00 
10.00 
18.00 
3.50 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5,00 
5.00 


View of Ancient Jerusalem, - 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, 
Worcester’s Unabridged Dictionary, 
Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer, 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 3 vols., 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, l vol., - 
Thomson’s Land and Book, 2 vols., 
Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance, 
Lange’s Commentary on Matthew, - 
Lange’s Commentary on Mark and Luke, 
Lange’s Commentary on Acts of Apostles, 
Lange’s Commentary on.James, Peter, John 
and Jude, - - - - - 
Lange's Commentary on Corinthians, - 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
7.50 
3.50 


Lange’s Commentary on Genesis, - 

Conybeare & Howson’s St. Paul, 2 vols., 

Mimpriss’s Gespel Treasury, - 

Coleman’s Historical Atlas, - - - -« 2,00 

Life-Seenes from the Four Gospels, - ~- 2.00 
or eny other book or books desired by the can- 
vasser, 

&@ Send for Descriptive List of Premiums, 





Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 


Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 


Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe wiil 
solicit new subscribers. 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 


All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





